AGENDA
OF THE COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
CALL OF ROLL:
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
OPEN FORUM:
“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.
Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and
future Council Agendas if appropriate.”
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Council Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City
Council of June 7, 2022.
2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City
Council of June 14, 2022.
SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS: NONE
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE
CONSENT AGENDA:
Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may
request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.
3. Consider approving the Special Event Application for Jog Your Memory 5K allowing a 5K down
Patriotism Drive, onto the Greenway System, and finishing back up on Patriotism Drive on Saturday,
August 20, 2022 between 10am and 12:30pm.
4. Consider approving the Special Event Application for the International Association of Fire Fighters
Local 3423 for the Cats Incredible Catfish Tournament, including Dock Dogs, Car Show, and more
starting on July 29, 2022 through Sunday, July 31, 2022 and authorizing the closure of River Street
contingent upon Polk County issuing a boat and water permit.
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5. Consider approving the Special Event Application for the Cats Incredible 5K Run/Walk & Kids Fund
Run taking place in the Greenway System on Saturday, July 30, 2022 between 7:15am to 10am.
6. Consider approving the Temporary Liquor License Application for the East Grand Forks Association
of Fire Fighters Local 3423 for the Cats Incredible event from Friday, July 29th to Sunday, July 31st,
2022 who will be contracting for services with the VFW Post 3817 and contingent upon the feeing
being paid to the Administration Office.
7. Consider approving the Parade Application for the Potato Bowl Parade for Saturday, September 10,
2022 between 10am and 1pm requiring the closure of the Sorlie Bridge and is contingent upon
Minnesota Department of Transportation approval.
8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-48 appointing an alternate judge for the primary and general
elections in 2022.
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:
9. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for June 1, 2022.
COMMUNICATIONS: NONE
OLD BUSINESS: NONE
NEW BUSINESS: NONE
CLAIMS:
10. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills
and payroll.
COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:
ADJOURN:
Upcoming Meetings
Work Session – Tuesday, June 28, 2022 – Training Room – 5:00 PM
Council Meeting – Tuesday, July 5, 2022 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM
Work Session – Tuesday, July 12, 2022 – Training Room – 5:00 PM
Council Meeting – Tuesday, July 19, 2022 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM
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#1

UNAPPROVED MINUTES
OF THE COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
The Council Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for Tuesday, June 7, 2022 was called to order
by Council President Olstad at 5:00 P.M.
CALL OF ROLL:
On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor Steve
Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council Members
Clarence Vetter, Tim Johnson, Marc DeMers, and Brian Larson.
Staff Present: Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer;
Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Reid Huttunen, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; David Murphy, City
Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Keith Mykleseth, Water and Light General Manager; Megan Nelson, City
Clerk and Ryan Swang, Assistant Fire Chief.
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:
The Council President Determined a Quorum was present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
OPEN FORUM:
President Olstad stated the open form was an opportunity for members of the public to address the City
Council on items not on the current agenda and items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or
Boards and Commissions for research and future Council Agendas if appropriate. He asked if anyone
would like to address the City Council, please come up to the podium to do so. No one came forward.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Council Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City
Council of May 17, 2022.
2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City
Council of May 24, 2022.
3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City
Council of May 24, 2022.
4. Consider approving the minute summary of the “Closed Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota
City Council of May 24, 2022.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
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MEMBER JOHNSON, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH FOUR (4).
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS: NONE
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:
5.

Improvement Hearing for 2022 Assessment Job No. 2 for proposed street and utility improvement
project on 4th Street NE.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LARSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER VETTER, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

Mr. Emery explained this was the improvement hearing for a potential street and utility improvement
project for 4th Street NE and the intent of the hearing was for the Council to hear from the property owners
prior to ordering plans and specifications of the project. He said at this time no decision was made to
move forward with the project and the hearing was one step in the assessment process. He stated the City
had received a petition from one of the property owners which was why the report of feasibility was
completed. He acknowledged a letter received from Folson Farms stating they did not feel the road needed
to be reconstructed but repair work was needed instead.
Mr. Emery continued showing the proposed project area that was from 5 th Avenue NE east up to the
American Crystal Sugar property line. He reviewed the street was installed in the 1970s, it was
approximately 46 years old, and was in poor condition with complete failure of the street especially
towards the east end which had been previously patched. He stated the storm sewer was installed at the
same time as the street so the project would include the replacement of the catch basins and storm sewer
leads. He added there was some large storm sewer pipes in this area which would be televised to determine
the condition so the cost for repairs or to replace the large line had not been included with the project
estimates.
Mr. Emery said the project scope included the total reconstruction on the street, driveways, and the
sidewalk. He stated it would also include the replacement of the storm sewer leads and catch basins. He
added the road would be cored out and have a new aggregate base that included geogrid fabric and drain
tile. He said they would also be replacing the curb and gutter and he had received a request to install
mountable style curb and gutter system which would make sense for an industrial area. He commented
there was some sidewalk in the area which would be replaced and extended out to 5th Avenue NE allowing
for a sidewalk connection. He reviewed project funding would come from two sources, assessments that
would cover the street improvement costs, and enterprise funds would cover the costs for the storm sewer
improvements. He explained special assessments were a method the City used for to pay for projects and
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were paid by properties that directly benefited from the project.
Mr. Emery explained assessments were filed with the County and paid with the property taxes. He stated
for a larger project like this the assessment was typically over a 20 year period, assessments could be
prepaid, or they could be paid off at any time after they had been submitted to the County. He continued
saying the assessments had been calculated based on front and end footage, he reviewed the front footage
was along the north side of 4th Street and end footages were along 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th Avenues. He
explained the assessment rate was calculated by taking the project cost divided by the total front footage
and a third of the end footages. He stated the estimated total project cost was $892,503.32, $792,612.12
would be assessed, the storm sewer cost would be covered by enterprise funds, so the front footage rate
was $466.66, and the end benefit rate was a third of that which was $155.44.
Mr. Emery said based on feedback the Council would decide if the project would move ahead with
ordering plans and specifications. He added this was just one step in the process, there would be a final
assessment hearing, it could be held prior to awarding the bids, or the project could move forward, all of
the final costs were known, and after the project was completed the final assessment hearing could be
held. He asked for questions. Council President Olstad asked that anyone with questions to come up to
the podium and state their name and address.
Derek Schmitt, 316 5th Ave NE, said he thought the section by them was in better shape and this was a
costly repair. He asked if it was possible to not replace their half of the street. Mr. Emery said they would
have to go back out and reassess the road to see if there was a way to scale back the project. He added it
was in tough shape but the far eastern end of the street that was in much worse shape. Council President
Olstad asked to have the map brought back up and if the project changed what it would do to assessments.
Mr. Emery said MGI had an end benefit from 4th Street so they would have to figure out what would be
assessed if the project scope changed. Council President Olstad asked if the project was scaled back what
it would do to the assessments. Mr. Emery said if the Council wanted to look at that they would need to
take another look and determine what kind of project it would be. Council President Olstad asked what
would happen if the storm sewer lines were bad. Mr. Emery told the Council most of the storm sewer was
in the berm on the north side of 4th Street, the larger storm sewer did go under 4th Street, so if that needed
to be replaced and the street was torn up it would make sense to replace it. He said he would have to take
it another look at street.
Mr. Randy Boushey, A&L Potato Company, stated they were located in the middle of 4th Street and their
section was in okay shape but further to the east it got rough. He asked if there was additional sewer work
that would need to be done with this project. Mr. Emery said the watermain and sanitary sewer lines had
been replaced so they would only need to look at the storm sewer. Mr. Boushey said for A&L’s
perspective this was premature, he does understand the section of the street was busted up, but with
inflationary aspects of things if the costs were locked in or if it could increase. Mr. Emery said it was
strictly an estimate, plans would need to be prepared, and then receive bids before prices could be locked
in. Mr. Boushey said again they thought this was premature, there was wearing of the road, it was not a
driving hazard, but the east end of the road needed some work. Mr. Emery said the section from about 7th
Avenue east was shot. Mr. Boushey said the parking lanes were fine, but the driving lanes needed work
and where 6th Avenue met 4th Street needed some work. He added they were not sure if this was the right
time for this project and they would like inflation to go back down or everything to come up to match it
but currently it was lob sided because incomes did not match inflation. Mr. Emery commented how this
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street could use additional aggregate base for stability so if this was going to move forward it would have
a good gravel base across the entire street, so it was uniform. Mr. Boushey said there had been a tar patch
done a while back, but he wasn’t sure if there was anything to patch at this time. He added he had talked
with Mr. Bryan Folson from Folson Farms about the project and they both were thinking a patch repair
would be a better way to move forward. Mr. Emery commented how they had also received a letter from
Mr. Folson that day.
Council member Johnson asked what mountable curbs were. Mr. Emery explained it was a drive over
curb and it was different than what was found in residential areas. Council Vice-President Riopelle said
that curb could be found in round-a-bouts. Mr. Emery said yes and when 7th Avenue NE was done 10
years ago it was redone with mountable curbs. Council member Johnson thanked Mr. Emery for the
explanation.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may
request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.
6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-42 approving the hiring of Parker Anderson as a
Firefighter/EMT at a salary of $22.75 per hour.
7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-43 approving the hiring of Austin Cooley as a
Firefighter/EMT at a salary of $22.75 per hour.
8. Consider approving the Temporary Liquor License Application for the American Legion Post 157 for
a special event scheduled for June 29, 2022 at Heritage Village located at 219 20th Street NE East
Grand Forks, MN 56721.
9. Consider approving the Special Event Application for the Scheel’s Boundary Battle Catfish
Tournament scheduled for Sunday, June 26th utilizing the LaFave Park area contingent upon Polk
County issuing a boat and water permit.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER JOHNSON, TO APPROVE ITEMS SIX (6) THROUGH NINE (9).
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:
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10. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for May 4, 2022 and
for May 18, 2022.
COMMUNICATIONS: NONE
OLD BUSINESS: NONE
NEW BUSINESS:
11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-44 authorizing the City Administrator to distribute the
Request for Proposals to identified bridge consultants.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LARSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 22-06-44 AUTHORIZING THE CITY
ADMINISTRATOR TO DISTRIBUTE THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO IDENTIFIED
BRIDGE CONSULTANTS.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-45 ordering improvement and the preparation of plans and
specifications for the 2022 Assessment Job No. 2 Street and Utility Improvements for 4th Street NE.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 22-06-45 ORDERING IMPROVEMENT
AND THE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 2022 ASSESSMENT
JOB NO. 2 STREET AND UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS FOR 4TH STREET NE.
Council member Johnson said people had come forward and maybe they should take another look at the
road. Mr. Emery said he would look at it again. Council President Olstad said if they voted yes, it would
be preparing plans as it was presented but if they vote no they would reject it and have the city engineer
look at it again unless the motion was amended. Council member DeMers said the preparation of plans
was contingent upon the condition of the road. Mr. Emery said the recommendation would be based on
what was there, a bituminous patch would only be temporary fix, and the right way to fix it was improving
the base for more stability. He added the hard part would be piecemealing a project together and they
would get a better pricing on bigger projects because of the benefit of scale. Council President Olstad
asked if they voted yes if they would also be looking at a smaller scope of the project. Mr. Emery said
they could. Council member Larson stated the suggestion was finding line of where the road was okay,
east of the line would be replaced, and determine a fair way to assess which was what he was hoping to
see. He added 50% of the property owners did not want to pay for the road.
Mayor Gander asked if they could determine what area could repaired along with determining what would
be replaced. Mr. Emery said he would like to look at the street again, some areas of the street may just
need some panels replaced, but there was an area that would need to be reconstructed. He added this
project was not going to be happening this year. Council President Olstad said if he voted yes he wanted
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to make sure it included other options. Mayor Gander asked what the next step was procedurally to make
sure the options were included. Mr. Murphy said the resolution was to prepared plans and specifications,
the project had not been ordered, and there was enough openness to it so the Council would be able to
approve it as presented and based on the discussion and direction from the Council the engineer could
include options, so they did not need to deny it and make a new motion.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

13. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-46 approving the year-end transfers for budget year 2021.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER VETTER, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 22-06-46 APPROVING THE YEAR-END
TRANSFERS FOR BUDGET YEAR 2021.
Council President Olstad asked about the resolution showing transfers totaled around $923,000, when
transfers were usually done, and why it was coming in front of the council now. Ms. Anderson explained
transfers were usually completed with the audit, the auditors were still working on testing, and completing
the financial statement. She added these numbers did not go before the council until the audit was done
or near completion, so they knew it was correct. She stated the reason they must complete transfers was
because they were not able to just send funds from one fund to another and this was the proper way to
complete it.
Council member DeMers asked about the 21CP3 transfer. Ms. Anderson said it was for the compressor
project at the Civic Center, there was grant dollars to help pay for the project, and the City’s portion was
to be paid from the remaining sales tax from the pool so it stayed with Parks and Recreation. Council
member DeMers asked how much was left in sales tax. Ms. Anderson said it was around $199,000.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

14. Consider approving the On-sale Weekday Liquor License Application for 1st Glance Event Design
located at 1301 Central Avenue NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER LARSON, TO APPROVE THE ON-SALE WEEKDAY LIQUOR LICENSE
APPLICATION FOR 1ST GLANCE EVENT DESIGN LOCATED AT 1301 CENTRAL AVENUE
NW EAST GRAND FORKS, MN 56721.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 22-06-47 appointing election judges for the primary and general
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elections in 2022.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER VETTER, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 22-06-47 APPOINTING ELECTION
JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS IN 2022.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

CLAIMS:
16. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills
and payroll.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LARSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERKTREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:
Mayor Gander said there were a couple projects being considered for the federal subtarget funding, a
project would be taking place in 2023, and the two projects that were being discussed included
reconstruction of a portion of 10th Street NE and the round-a-bout at Bygland Road and Rhinehart Drive.
He said both projects were moving forward with planning, cost assessments, and both were high priorities.
He added he was thankful they were able to move forward with the HAWK system at 13th Street,
pedestrian safety at that intersection was his number one concern along Bygland Road, and it would
become more congested as more homes were built. He said recently he had traveled to Boise, Idaho and
Minot, North Dakota, both cities had HAWK systems at intersections, so they were more common and
worked well. He also thanked the Parks and Recreation staff for clearing off the trails in the greenway
system.
Council Member Vetter asked to talk about the ATV and golf cart ordinances at the next work session
because he had received many phone calls from citizens regarding young individuals that were flying
down roads and not obeying speed limits. He asked to find out how many ATV permits had been issued
and if the ordinance was appropriate or if it needed to be amended.
Council Vice-President Riopelle said he agreed with Council member Vetter, he had been hearing about
the same issues, and how one Razor was going around approximately 70 mph in town with five kids in it.
Council member Vetter stated none of the kids had a license. Council Vice-President Riopelle added that
the Senior Center recently had their annual meeting which had gone well, two people had stepped down
from the board, one had been replaced, and they were looking for one more. He stated they were serving
approximately 90 meals a day out of the Senior Center, some days it was over 100, and they were looking
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for help because they were shorthanded so things needed to change, or they would need to change what
they were doing. Council President Olstad asked how many meals were served in the Senior Center and
how many were delivered. Council Vice-President Riopelle said there were only a couple that were served
in-house, and the rest were delivered usually by volunteers.
Council Member Larson thanked the Parks and Recreation staff and volunteers because the summer
programs were off to a great start.
Council President Olstad asked about the opening day for the pool. Mr. Huttunen said it would be opening
the next day at 1pm. Council President Olstad also thanked staff for getting the trails cleared and getting
areas mowed.
Mr. Murphy said he met Mr. Brian Dorff who is the president of the remote-control flyers association and
was told about improvements they would like to do over the summer. He said they were not looking for
funding from the City because they had grants and donations in place but were looking for permission.
He stated they had talked about the goal setting and vision sessions happening quarterly so he would like
to have that meeting following the council meeting on June 21st and the meeting place was still to be
determined.
Mr. Emery told the Council that Opp Construction finished the project on Sawgrass Court NW and started
working on the ADA project that was being done on 2nd Avenue NE around by Riverside Christian School
area.
Council President Olstad asked Mayor Gander to give information about Wednesday night meeting.
Mayor Gander said the Wednesday, June 8th meeting was especially for people adjacent to the Rhinehart
and Bygland intersection. He explained there was a view that communication could be better between the
City and the residents, the City was working to get better at that, so they are working on connecting with
residents. He stated at some point there would be a round-a-bout at Bygland and Rhinehart, it would
affect the adjacent properties, and they needed to mitigate issues. He added that Orton’s would like to
expand but felt constrained because of the unknowns regarding the round-a-bout so when they had more
information, they may then expand. He said the plan was to have a friendly conversation by talking about
the impacts to properties and if they could make things work. He said the tentative layout was favorable
to the residential property as well as to Orton’s by trying to preserve good access and egress. He said the
meeting was going to take place the following evening on June 8th at the Senior Center starting at 7pm.
ADJOURN:
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER LARSON, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 7, 2022 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE EAST
GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:42 P.M.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Riopelle, Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Larson, and Vetter.
None.
Helms.
_______________________________________________
David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer
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#2

UNAPPROVED MINUTES
OF THE CITY
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for Tuesday, June 14, 2022 was called to order
by Council President Olstad at 5:00 P.M.
CALL OF ROLL:
On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor Steve
Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council Members
Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Johnson, and Marc DeMers.
Staff Present: Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Jeff Boushee, Fire Chief; Nancy Ellis, City Planner;
Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Michael Hedlund, Police Chief, Charlotte
Helgeson, Library Director; Reid Huttunen, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; David Murphy, City
Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Keith Mykleseth, Water and Light General Manager; Megan Nelson, City
Clerk; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director.
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:
The Council President Determined a Quorum was present.
1. Discussion on Rockin Up North Special Event – Justin LaRocque
Mr. LaRocque informed the Council he had formed a committee, so he had Mr. Mike Boushee with him
and explained he received correspondence from staff about utilities and other costs for the festival that in
years past the City had essentially donated services helping the event to function. He stated this year they
had scaled back a day and expanded a partnership with the Downtown Development Association, so they
were marketing as one entity for two separate events for the same weekend to try attracting more people
from the region. He said when he was informed of the city charges it was an unpredicted expense, he had
talked to staff, and were making the request to see if the Council would continue the partnership they had
from previous years and alleviate some of the costs. He commented how they were still watching how
the dollars were spent and hoping for good attendance. Mr. Boushee said having the police presence
helped cut down on the underage drinking, they did watch for it, but having that presence was crucial for
the safety of the event. He commented how the profit margins were tight, they were on the fence about
even holding the event, so it would help them greatly to have the support of the City.
Mr. Murphy said Water and Light Department would have to address the request for utilities but the City
could consider the police officers time and the set up done by the Public Works Department. He stated
the estimate was still being determined. Chief Hedlund said he already had a signup sheet requesting four
officers for each night. Mr. LaRocque said he would also be adding more to his security staff and having
more staff arrive when they were expecting more spectators to arrive. Mayor Gander said they had looked
at the event from last year, there may be not such an expectation from the City this year, and if the police
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was a bit understaffed last year. Discussion followed about how there were a number of factors that led
to a shortage of police officers being at the event the previous year. Mayor Gander said there may be a
need for more police officers at the event because they were trained. He added there was a community
benefit so when the numbers were determined they might be able to find some common ground which he
would be willing to look at. Mr. LaRocque said another reason he was asking was because the funding
they had received from the CVB in previous years was drastically cut. He said they were using those
funds for marketing, kept up the talent level for the two days, and there were many outside factors so they
were hoping everything would go the right way. He stated they were hoping there was at least one good
day so they were able to continue putting on this event.
Council President Olstad commented how the City had looked at all of the events that take place so it was
not just this event that was reviewed. Council member DeMers asked if staffing was going to be an issue
this year and if there was an opportunity to ask another agency for assistance. Chief Hedlund said his first
request would be to the Sheriff’s Department but currently they were already three officers signed up to
work Friday night and four were signed up for Saturday night. He added he was requesting reimbursement
in the case that they may have needed to ask for assistance from another agency. He said he enjoyed this
event, he wanted it to continue, but it was an expense for the department. Council member DeMers asked
if Grand Forks would ever be an option. Chief Hedlund said probably not and he would request assistance
from either the City of Crookston or the Sheriff Department. Council member DeMers suggested looking
for additional funding sources and see if something else was available that could help offset of the dollars.
Mr. LaRocque told the Council they would be capping ticket sales at 4,000 and one of the biggest crowds
they had was around 3,500. Mayor Gander asked what the peak number was from the previous year. Mr.
LaRocque said it was Saturday and was round 2,700 but they didn’t think they would want any more than
4,000 in that space.
This item will be brought back to a future work session.
2. Request for Outdoor Basketball Court at Danmor Park – Ben Pokrzywinski & Zach Bopp
Mr. Huttunen explained he had been contacted by Ben Pokrzywinski and Zach Bopp who were residents
that lived by Danmor Park who had initially requested a half basketball court to be located west of Bygland
Road. He stated they discussed this with the Park and Recreation Commission about possible locations
and that Danmor seemed more appropriate of a location. He said there was room for it and the green space
at the other park along Greenway Boulevard was used for many other activities all year round. He
continued saying they sent out a survey to the residents within approximately a block of the park, the
responses had been included in the packet, and they did not set parameters of what was needed to move
forward. He said the Park and Recreation Commission thought this was a good project, it was not
budgeted for in 2022, they could consider using the Altru funds for this project, and allow Mr.
Pokrzywinski and Mr. Bopp an opportunity to talk with the Council about this.
Mr. Pokrzywinski told the Council that Mr. Bopp had set up some donations from a couple local
businesses to help offset costs and they wanted to discuss any of the concerns there might be. He stated
they also had some people from the neighborhood that were in favor of this project. Mr. Bopp said the
court would be sized for one hoop, because of how streets and driveways were designed it was not as
feasible to add a basketball hoop, and this location would allow some like his daughter to ride her scooter,
a temporary pickle ball net could be put up, and he saw it as a multi-purpose surface that could be utilized
by many. He added they did not see many opportunities for basketball hoops at parks which was why he
had reached out last fall. Mr. Pokrzywinski said there was no basketball court located west of Bygland
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Road so if the kids wanted to play, they would have to either go to the middle school which was six or
more blocks away or up to the court by the VFW Arena. He said Danmor Park was centrally located in
the area which made it a good option and they policed the park themselves making sure the kids behave.
Mr. Bopp commented there were a lot of young families in the area, they respect each other, and they
want to keep the park nice for everyone.
Council member Vetter stated for full disclosure his backyard would be close to the court and it would be
next to the front yard of his neighbor. He said he was opposed to it, his next-door neighbor was opposed
to it, and his wife was opposed to it. He explained University Park use to have basketball courts, but they
were removed because of all the issues they had. He added how the park was used by younger individuals
but there may be middle schoolers or high schoolers that might start using the park, based on his
experience with basketball courts, there could be some trying to use the court later into the evening and
with everyone’s front and back yards right there he didn’t think they want to police the park later into the
evening. He stated he did not think this was an appropriate place for a basketball court and he had talked
to Mr. Huttunen about putting in an archery range and the $20,000 would be better spent on that, it would
be used by more citizens, and have less problems.
Council President Olstad said there was a park there, they were not adding a park to the area, and they
were trying to enhance what was already there. He stated he did not have a problem with it, it would be
a good thing, and how if there was a skating rink, they would be hitting pucks at the boards which was
something he could hear at night. He said enhancing the parks is what they should be doing now. Council
member Vetter said the age of individuals that were using the park would not be the same as those that
would be using the basketball court. Mr. Pokrzywinski commented he did not think that a half court in a
pocket park would be an ideal spot and others would go to the VFW or middle school where there was a
lot less of a neighborhood and there was a full court. He commented how the house next to the park has
a large window and he would hate to see a hockey puck go through that window.
Mayor Gander asked Chief Hedlund how many times the police had been called to the basketball courts.
Chief Hedlund said it was not common but the court they had the most issues with was at New Heights
Elementary. Mr. Pokrzywinski said he had no idea there were so many parks on the south end of East
Grand Forks and he had lived in the City almost all of his life. Mayor Gander said he would support this
because there should be more utilization of green spaces to help get kids more active. Mr. Bopp said there
was a mention of late night use, there was no plan to add a light to the space, and that would help
discourage late night use.
Council Vice-President Riopelle said this would be similar to a court that was installed by his son’s house
and he saw that it was mainly used by 10 year olds and younger in part because of the playground
equipment there. He said he did not think they would see high school kids using this court because there
were a lot of people that could be wathcing. Mr. Pokrzywinski commented he did have a ring camera that
pointed right at the park so if there was any damage it would be caught on camera. Mr. Huttunen told the
Council the Park and Recreation Commission reviewed the pros and cons of this request and one item
brought up was if this half court was done, they should also update and invest in the other court at the
VFW Arena area. He said the hoops were leaning and it had been some time since any funds had been
used to update the facility. He stated he would like to plan for this in future budgets and if the half court
was installed the next step would be to update the full-size court which would attract the older kids.
Council member DeMers asked how much was in the Altru fund. Mr. Huttunen said the current balance
was around $160,000, there were still four more years of payments that would be received, and one of the
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initial investments for this funding was going to be indoor turf for one of the arenas but that had been put
on hold. Council member DeMers asked what the cost of that was. Mr. Huttunen said it was $125,000
the last time he had priced it out. Council member DeMers asked what it cost to resurface the pickle ball
courts. Mr. Huttunen said everything including some new fencing cost approximately $40,000.
Discussion followed about if that would be a good surface for the basketball court, how that could be
priced out for the upgrade, and how they would need to make sure all of the cracks were filled in before
resurfacing. Council member DeMers suggested looking at both projects, use the facilities they have, and
make them usable for all ages all year round. Mayor Gander asked what the next steps would be. Mr.
Huttunen said he would need to get updated information because the estimate was from last fall, he would
reach out to the company to resurface the basketball court, and it would take him a few weeks to get
updated information before he could bring it back.
This item will be brought back to a future work session.
3. HAWK System Project Update – Steve Emery
Mr. Emery stated they were in the design phase for this project and found out the signal poles that were
needed had a lead time of five to six months. He said he wanted to update the Council, he had prepared a
project schedule, the plans would be completed by end of July, they would have to be approved by the
Minnesota Department of Transportation, bids would be collected in October, the contractor would place
an order in November, so everything would be in place to start on June 1st or after the last day of school.
He added they would not be able to get this in place before school started in the fall. There were no further
questions.
4. Information on Upcoming 2022 Election Cycle – Megan Nelson
Ms. Nelson commented how there have been lots of talk regarding elections so there were a few items she
wanted to bring up. She stated the Primary Election would be on Tuesday, August 9th, the General Election
would be on Tuesday, November 8th, and on the ballot for the general election would include Wards 2, 4,
and At-Large positions. She told the Council the filing period for those positions was August 2nd through
August 16th. She explained that Ward 1 would not be included on the ballot because at the time of filing
there would not be a vacancy, Council member Vetter stated he would be running for Ward 2, but he
would still be representing Ward 1, and if voted in he would not take that position until January. She
added this was determined after speaking with the Secretary of State’s office and what was in the City
Charter so once there was a vacancy the Council would then appoint a person to complete the remaining
two years of the term.
Ms. Nelson continued saying absentee voting would be available at City Hall for both elections, it started
46 days before each election, for the Primary Election it would start on June 24th, and it would start
September 23rd for the General Election. She reviewed dates for voters to be included on the roster which
was July 19th for the Primary Election or October 18th for the General Election. She added people could
always register on election day with the proper documentation. She told the Council political signs could
be posted June 24th and could remain up until November 18th and the County would be sending out
postcards to everyone that was affected by a ward change and a polling place change. She stated
information about the upcoming elections would be put up on the city’s website and Facebook page.
Council President Olstad asked if there were enough judges. Ms. Nelson said judges had been appointed
at the last meeting, she would be sending out an email soon about upcoming training, and there was a list
but if people were interested, they could contact the Administration Office.
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5. UTV, ATV, and Special Use Vehicle Discussion – David Murphy
Mr. Murphy explained the ATV ordinance was only supposed to be used for ATVs being used for business
purposes, he reviewed the size of ATV that could be used, and what conditions they could be used in. He
continued with the Special Use Vehicle Ordinance, listed what was qualified as a special use vehicle, how
it did require a permit, and only would be issued to physically disabled persons as defined by Minnesota
Statute 169.345. He stated golf carts were not to be driven on the streets unless they were permitted. He
added both ordinances required the applicant have a valid driver's license.
Mr. Murphy told the Council the UTVs were covered under a separate ordinance, it was the most recent
ordinance that was approved, and were treated more like a car because they can have all the necessary
items on them to make the considered to be street legal. He said they were allowed by permit, 54 permits
were issued in 2021, around 30 permits had been issued in 2022, and the permits were a three-year permit.
He said the way the codes were written ATVs and golf carts were not allowed on the roads except for
those that met specific criteria, and none should be driven by someone do did not have a license or under
the age of 16. He stated the issue was underage kids were driving the vehicles and they were not following
traffic laws.
Mr. Murphy explained Chief Hedlund was out of the office so he had worked with staff including
Lieutenant Hajicek regarding this, a press release had been posted about the complaints, and what the rules
were. He continued saying if they pulled over one of the vehicles and it was an underage driver the vehicle
could be impounded, and they could also cite the driver. He asked for direction from the Council and if
they would like the police department to step up enforcement. Chief Hedlund stated he had seen the post
and how there were several comments about it.
Council member DeMers said he was still in favor of allowing UTVs that were street legal, had all the
safety equipment, and were permitted. He stated it was fine for licensed drivers to use those, Council
member Vetter has brought this up because of the issues they were hearing about, and now people think
they are able to use and drive anything. He asked if they were able to have additional penalties or if they
could create their own penalty structure. He commented he did not think a $100 penalty would stop this
from happening and it needed to be more expensive and difficult. He added how safety was a big issue.
Mayor Gander asked if warnings could be given first and work up steps to try and modify behavior. Chief
Hedlund said one problem with underage drivers was not having an ID so he would have wanted an officer
to get in touch with the family. Mayor Gander said there were some people that drove their golf carts to
the golf course, and it was done in an orderly fashion so he would like to discuss that further. Chief
Hedlund stated his personal opinion he would like to see golf carts, ATVs, and UTVs being driven by
licensed drivers only on city streets, they would have to stay off the highways, obey all ordinances and
laws, but that may not be realistic. He thought that would be easier to enforce, it could be a common sense
approach to it, but all drivers would be held to driving standards so if they were not following traffic rules
they would receive a citation. Mayor Gander said this could also be quality of life for people if they are
able to do it safely and legally.
Council member Helms stated he agreed with Council member DeMers, he had seen a vehicle on the north
end with six or seven kids and none looked like they were old enough to drive. He said it was an issue,
they knew they would have to make some changes, and the only way to control this was to make it a stiff
penalty. He said if allowed, they could make some different rules or penalties for this. Council member
DeMers said they may be busy for a while, but a $500 fine might slow things down. Chief Hedlund said
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these were the types of situations they wanted to receive calls about, even if they did not get there in time,
they would try to track them down, and talk with the parents.
Mr. Murphy said when the press release was posted he received a phone call from an individual who
informed him some parents were using this for transportation because there were some underage kids were
driving golf carts to and from camp. He stated it had gotten people’s attention and the officers would be
more than happy to start enforcing this and there was a question about if parents could also be cited. He
added they thought after a month or two of enforcement and if vehicles were impounded things would
change. He asked Mr. Galstad to talk about if they were able to have additional fines for this. Council
President Olstad said this would need to come back for further discussion, especially regarding golf carts,
he was unsure about the ATVs.
Mr. Galstad said he thought this was a terrible idea, he thought the UTV ordinance was a terrible idea,
and golf carts should not be on the road with other vehicles. He stated it was usually closed communities
that allowed golf carts on the streets. He said ATV permits were for snow removal companies and
landscaping companies, there was storage available so someone could rent a spot for their golf cart at the
golf course, a golf cart could be put on a trailer and brought over to the golf course. He said they would
all end up on the trail system creating a situation where a motorized vehicle would be on the trail system
and be almost impossible to police. He added the only reason for the golf cart ordinance or special use
ordinance because there was a disabled individual that came to the City asking to use their golf cart on the
street. He said again legally it would become very difficult to differentiate. He stated there was potential
to have higher fines which would require a modification to the administrative ordinance, all were currently
listed as misdemeanors that included 90 days in jail, $1,000 fine, or both. He continued explaining what
would be needed to have higher administrative fines, the owner of the vehicle could be cited, and he would
draft what the Council requested, but they are seeing what happened after the UTV ordinance was
approved. He added he would take their direction, but he did not think it was a good idea.
Mr. Murphy said moving forward with fines was one issue but the feeling he got from the Police, if it was
supported by the Council, they would be enforcing that night. Mr. Galstad commented how warnings was
a discretionary call by the officer based on the circumstances they were dealing with. Chief Hedlund told
the Council there were no current ATV or special use permits issued. Council member DeMers asked if
anyone would be interested in removing Chapter 77 which was for the special use vehicle since it was not
being used. Discussion followed about removing the special use vehicle ordinance, how someone had
called asking about a golf cart permit, removing the ordinance would not allow golf carts on the road, this
could be a quality of life asset for someone, how it was difficult to see the powerwheel chairs because of
their low profile so they would prefer keeping Chapter 77. Council President Olstad said they could look
at what they could do for fines, and it could be brought back to a work session. Mr. Murphy asked if the
Council was in favor of enforcement. Council Vice-President Riopelle said yes. Mayor Gander asked to
check to see if other cities do allow golf carts and what it looks like or if there were none.
This item will be brought back to a future work session.
ADJOURN:
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL
MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 14, 2022 WORK SESSION OF THE EAST
GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:11 P.M.
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Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:

Johnson, Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Helms, and Riopelle.
None.
Larson.
_______________________________________________
David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer
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#8
RESOLUTION NO. 22 – 06 – 48
RESOLUTION APPOINTING JUDGES
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution
and moved its adoption:
BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of East Grand Forks appoints Kathy Twite as alternate judge for the
August 9th Primary Election and the November 8th General Election in 2022.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the election administrator is authorized to re-balance judges to different
wards as needed in order to comply with state election laws; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the judge’s hourly compensation is fixed at the following: chair or head
judge at $14.00 per hour, and regular judge at $13.00 per hour.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:
The President declared the resolution passed.
Passed: June 21, 2022
Attest:
_________________________________
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer

____________________________________
President of the Council

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 21st day of June, 2022.
____________________________________
Mayor
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East
Grand Forks, Minnesota held on June 1, 2022, at 8:00 am in the City Council Chambers.
Present: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Absent: None
Also present: Keith Mykleseth, Brian Johnson, Todd Grabanski, Steve Emery, Todd Forster, Brianna Feil
(remote), Corey Thompson, Karla Anderson, and Tyler Tretter.
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde that the minutes of the previous
regular meeting of May 18, 2022, be approved as read.
Voting Aye: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Voting Nay: None
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to authorize the Secretary to
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $171,716.75.
Voting Aye: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Voting Nay: None
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to award the bid for the 2022
Watermain Improvement Project to Taggart Contracting in the amount of $405,475.75.
Voting Aye: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Voting Nay: None
It was moved by Commissioner Grinde seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve the proposal from
Roof Spec, Inc to prepare the plans and specs for the 2022 DSC Roof Project in the amount of
$25,083.60.
Voting Aye: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Voting Nay: None
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to adjourn at 8:20 am to the
next regular meeting on June 15, 2022, at 8:00 am to be held in the City Council Chambers.
Voting Aye: Beauchamp, Quirk, Grinde, DeMers
Voting Nay: None
Lori Maloney
Commission Secretary
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