AGENDA
OF THE CITY
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2020 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
CALL OF ROLL:
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:
1. 2020 Deer Survey & Greenway Deer Report – Reid Huttunen
2. Request to Approve Lease Agreement for the Metropolitan Planning Organization – Nancy
Ellis
3. Consider Approval for Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement – Mike Hedlund
4. 2021 Budget & Levy Discussion – Karla Anderson & David Murphy
5. Discussion on Governor’s Executive Order – David Murphy
ADJOURN:
Upcoming Meetings
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, December 1, 2020 – 6:00 PM
Work Session – Tuesday, December 8, 2020 – 5:00 PM
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, December 17, 2020 – 5:00 PM
Work Session – Tuesday, December 22, 2020 – 5:00 PM
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Request for Council Action
Date: Nov 24, 2020
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, VicePresident Chad Grassel; Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle, Tim
Johnson, and Marc DeMers.

Cc:

File

From: Reid Huttunen, Parks & Recreation
RE:

2020 Deer Survey and Greenway Deer report

BACKGROUND:
The Greenway provides a natural outdoor setting that attracts both people and wildlife throughout
the year. Reports of a growing deer population in the Greenway have increased in recent years, but
information has been mostly anecdotal. These reports shifted from seeing deer near the river to
sightings closer to the trails, roads, and nearby yards.
Early in 2020, Gunnar Patz, a Fisheries and Wildlife Biology major at the University of North Dakota,
approached the Greenway Technical Committee about conducting a public survey on deer
populations along the Greenway. Gunnar received funding through the Main Street Initiative to fund
the project. The purpose of the survey was to build baseline data on the deer population and deerrelated damage on private property near the Greenway. Gunnar worked with the Greenway Technical
Committee to develop a twelve question online survey for residents living along the Greenway. Survey
questions focused on the average number of deer sightings, property damage, and deer population
observations. Postcards with survey information were mailed in early August to nearly 1,500 residents
living along the Greenway in Grand Forks and East Grand Forks.
Recreational greenway users were not included because of their irregular visiting hours and limited
exposure to deer activity. If this group was included in the study, the data results would be skewed.
The postcards also had instructions for the online questionnaire and requested a paper copy of the
questionnaire, if preferred. The response rate was approximately 20% of the residents who received
the invitation to participate.
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
 Voluntary feeding of deer is a problem. Both communities have ordinances banning the
feeding of wildlife, but compliance is not perfect. Some feeding is done involuntarily with
apple trees and other existing vegetation, but several respondents reported that
neighbors place food out for the deer. This creates a problem when the food is no longer
available and the deer search for food in other yards. Deer searching for food outside the
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Greenway run the risk of close contact with motor vehicle traffic, which increases the
potential for collisions.
 Survey participants were given the opportunity to provide comments about the deer
population in their neighborhood. These comments ranged from an appreciation of the
deer's presence to expanded details on property damage and concern for the deer's
safety.
 Over half of the respondents have lived in their home for ten years or more. Of the 174 in
this category, most reported seeing an increase in the deer population in and near the
property. This data is a useful tool for assessing the growth in herd size over time.
 Those who reported severe property damage expressed significant frustration with the
deer. Depleted gardens (both vegetable and flower) and feces were the most common
complaints.
 The word “hunt” was not included anywhere in the survey questions, but a few people
suggested a hunt or other methods of reducing the herds' size.
The survey provided useful baseline data to gauge deer activity in and around the Greenway. The
Greenway Technical Committee plans to continue periodic surveys and trail cameras.
Budget Impact:
None
Recommendation:
None at this time. Open for discussion
Enclosure:
2020 Greenway Deer Report
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NOVEMBER 2020

Greenway
Deer Report

PREPARED AND PRESENTED BY
GUNNAR PATZ,GUNNAR PATZ, A FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE BIOLOGY MAJOR
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA
AND THE GREENWAY TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
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PROJECT SUMMARY
The Greenway provides a natural setting that attracts both
people and wildlife throughout the year. Reports of a
growing deer population in the Greenway have increased in
recent years, but this information has been mostly
anecdotal. These reports have shifted from seeing deer near
the river to sightings closer to the trails, roads, and nearby
yards.
In early 2020, Gunnar Patz, a Fisheries and Wildlife Biology
major at the University of North Dakota, approached the
Greenway Technical Committee about a public survey on
deer populations along the Greenway. Gunnar received
funding through the Main Street Initiative to fund the
project. The purpose of the survey was to build baseline
data on the deer population and deer-related property
damage on private property near the Greenway.

METHODOLOGY
Work began on the project in March 2020. A twelve question
online survey was created to gather information from
residents living along the Greenway. Survey questions
focused on the average number of deer sightings, property
damage, and deer populations' observations. Participants
could also register to receive greenway-related email
updates.
Postcards with survey information were mailed in early
August to nearly 1,500 residents living along the Greenway in
Grand Forks and East Grand Forks. Recreational greenway
users were not included because of their irregular visiting
hours and limited exposure. If this group were included in
the study, the data results would be skewed. The postcards
also had instructions for the online questionnaire and how to
request a paper copy of the questionnaire, if preferred.

2020 Greenway Deer Population Study
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DATA COLLECTION
The survey was available online for one month. The data collected shows citizen insight at the time of the survey.
A survey done during the winter months, when people reported deer population is highest, may produce
different results in some categories.
The overall response rate was good, with almost twenty percent of the residents sampled completing the
survey. The highest number of responses came from Grand Forks, between 13th and 49th Avenue South. This
was followed by residents in southern East Grand Forks. Participation was minimal in the Riverside Park and
downtown areas. It is possible that deer are not seen in the downtown area due to a lack of food and shelter
available.

FINDINGS
Citizen responses echoed a few common themes.
Voluntary feeding of deer is a problem. Both communities have ordinances banning the feeding of
wildlife, but compliance is not perfect. Some feeding is done involuntarily with apple trees and other
existing vegetation, but several respondents reported that neighbors place food out for the deer. This
has caused a problem when the food is no longer available and the deer search for food in other yards.
Deer searching for food outside the greenway are in close proximity motor vehicle traffic and increases
the potential for collisions
Survey participants were given the opportunity to provide comments about the deer population in
their neighborhood (Exhibit A). These comments ranged from appreciation of the deer presence to
more details on property damage and concern for the deer's safety.
Over half of the respondents have lived in their home for ten years or more. Of the 174 in this category,
most reported seeing an increase in the deer population in and near the property. This data is a useful
tool for assessing the growth in herd size over time.
Those who reported severe damage to property expressed significant frustration with the deer.
Depleted gardens (both vegetable and flower) and feces were the most common complaints.

2020 Greenway Deer Population Study
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By the Numbers

Combined survey results can be found in Exhibit A

SOUTH EGF

NORTH EGF
13 of 26 Reported seeing 1 - 5 deer on their property
daily.
12 of 26 Reported seeing no deer on their property daily.
8 of 26 Reported moderate to severe damage from deer
to vegetation or property
12 of 25 Believe there are too many deer in their
neighborhood.
11 of 25 Believe the deer population is just right in their
neighborhood.
16 of 26 Responded that they have seen an increase in
deer population in their neighborhood over the past five
years.
8 of 26 Responded that the deer population in their
neighborhood has remained the same the past five years.
19 of 26 Of the respondents have lived in their current
home for 10 years or more. text

38 of 68 Reported seeing 1 – 5 deer on their property
daily.
26 of 68 Reported seeing no deer on their property daily.
21 of 69 Reported moderate to severe damage from deer
to vegetation or property.
30 of 69 Believe there are too many deer in their
neighborhood.
35 of 69 Believe the deer population is just right in their
neighborhood.
40 of 67 Responded that they have seen an increase in
deer population in their neighborhood over the past
five years.
17 of 67 Responded that the deer population in their
neighborhood has remained the same the past five years.
41 of 69 Of the respondents have lived in their current
home for 10 years or more.

north GF

south GF

0 of 4 Reported seeing 1 – 5 deer on their property daily.
4 of 4 Reported seeing no deer on their property daily.
0 of 3 Reported moderate to severe damage from deer
to vegetation or property.
0 of 3 Believe there are too many deer in their
neighborhood.
2 of 3 Believe the deer population is just right in their
neighborhood.
1 of 4 Responded that they have seen an increase in
deer population in their neighborhood over the past five
years.
1 of 4 Responded that the deer population in their
neighborhood has remained the same the past five
years.
2 of 4 Of the respondents have lived in their current
home for 10 yearsor more.

2020 Greenway Deer Population Study

40 of 167 Reported seeing 1 – 5 deer on their property
daily.
125 of 167 Reported seeing no deer on their property
daily.
27 of 165 Reported moderate to severe damage from
deer to vegetation or property.
48 of 161 Believe there are too many deer in their
neighborhood.
104 of 161 Believe the deer population is just right in their
neighborhood.
75 of 160 Responded that they have seen an increase in
deer population in their neighborhood over the past five
years.
72 of 160 Responded that the deer population in their
neighborhood has remained the same the past five years.
113 of 166 Of the respondents have lived in their current
home for 10 years or more.
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey
EXHIBIT
A

Q1 How many deer are you seeing on your property daily?
Answered: 268

Skipped: 2
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q2 Indicate the severity of the damage caused by deer to your plants,
trees, shrubs, garden and/or flowers:
Answered: 266

Skipped: 4
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TOTAL

266
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q3 Do you notice a difference in deer population during certain times of
the year?
Answered: 269

Skipped: 1
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TOTAL

269
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q4 If you answered yes to question #3, when do you notice an increase in
deer population?
Answered: 194

Skipped: 76
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q5 Regarding the deer population in your neighborhood, do you think there
are
Answered: 261

Skipped: 9

Not enough deer

Just the right
number of deer

Too many deer
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TOTAL

261
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q6 During the past (5) years, do you believe the deer numbers in your
area have
Answered: 260

Skipped: 10
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q7 How long have you owned your property and/or lived in the
neighborhood?
Answered: 268

Skipped: 2
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q8 Have you (or a family member) had an automobile accident or have
you witnessed an accident involving deer in your neighborhood within the
last (5) years?
Answered: 268

Skipped: 2

No
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3 times or
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TOTAL
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q9 Do you attempt to control deer damage on your property by use of
fencing, repellent, or other methods?
Answered: 268

Skipped: 2

No

Yes: Fencing

Yes: Repellent
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TOTAL

268
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SurveyMonkey

Q10 Describe the use of your property (or properties):
Answered: 268

Skipped: 2
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SurveyMonkey

Q11 Please use the space provided below if you wish to offer additional
comments on the deer population in your neighborhood:
Answered: 145

Skipped: 125

18
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Greenway 2020 Deer Survey

SurveyMonkey

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

The deer choose (sic) on our trees & shrubs. We had pails on our steps at our front door - on
the steps. The deer came & drank from these pails in the spring months. There could be a
sanctuary for deer where some food & water is available in the winter months so they wouldn't
need to look for food in residential areas.

9/2/2020 10:44 AM

2

I have a 6ft fence but the deer jump over it. They eat all the apples off my tree and sometimes
even the branches. They have eaten most of the plants in my garden. Support a hunt to lower
the number of deer. The neighbor had a baby deer born in his bushes .

8/30/2020 4:28 PM

3

2020 Deer population on coulee side of Terrace Drive has been none - 2019 there were several
in the yard and on the street.A few deer were noticed in the early morning hours earlier this
summer walking down 17th Ave S and Robertson Court.

8/28/2020 10:21 AM

4

I should be permitted to terminate any deer damaging my property

8/27/2020 9:32 PM

5

No

8/26/2020 9:47 PM

6

Population of deer should be reduced; we can fence our vegetable garden but not the hostas
around our house - they have been eaten consistently.

8/26/2020 10:37 AM

7

The are on the property almost nightly.

8/26/2020 10:35 AM

8

Also use repellent. Online survey didn't allow two answers for question #9.

8/26/2020 10:30 AM

9

Had property damage 2 winters ago. Would put up fence if I could afford it. They go after my
apple trees & leave a yard full of poop.

8/26/2020 10:28 AM

10

I love the greenway and the wildlife, but there are too many deer and they are becoming too
tame. I don't like having deer as pets. The deer are a real problem. Every week when I mow
the grass, I pick up deer droppings. And no matter how much I spray my hostas, they continue
to eat them. One problem that is really concerning is that they are becoming too tame. I can
sit on my front step four feet away from them eating the flowers and they just look at me. If we
had a bow hunting season in town, I could fill the tags for block in one night.

8/26/2020 10:26 AM

11

I have not seen any accidents but have seen deer crossing on Belmont between 13th and
40th. I left #6 blank because I want to say I don't know if it's increased or dec or stayed the
same.

8/24/2020 11:51 AM

12

Surprised to see one in this neighborhood

8/21/2020 3:10 PM

13

O

8/21/2020 3:08 PM

14

I don't see any increase. I see deer coming out of the collie occasionally around the bridge so I
pay attention. I see prints of deer in the snow in the side and back of the house but not many.
Sometimes I see deer in the backyard in the winter but not more than 3. I love seeing them. A
little fencing around my patio stops deer and rabbits from eating pansies and sometimes
flowers.

8/21/2020 2:21 PM

15

The deer bed down in the yard and I am concerned about ticks and diseases that they may
carry

8/21/2020 9:05 AM

16

They mostly come out from the cooley that runs under 10th Street SE

8/20/2020 1:44 PM

17

They come through the yard eating flowers in the summer. In the fall and winter eating up the
fruit trees and shrubs

8/20/2020 11:18 AM

18

There is getting to be too many

8/19/2020 10:23 PM

19

We have seen an increase in deer getting into our garden and also eating our apple tree
leaves.

8/19/2020 11:32 AM

20

none

8/19/2020 10:58 AM

21

In 34 years of home ownership we've maybe seen 4-5 deer run along the swale in the back
yard.

8/18/2020 2:54 PM

22

Offer a limited fall bow hunt along the Greenway with specific restrictions if the populations get
too high??

8/18/2020 12:53 PM

19
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SurveyMonkey

23

I have only seen deer in the early morning (eg, 5 am). They have totally destroyed my bulbs,
for example tulips.

8/17/2020 8:47 PM

24

We have a neighbor who feeds the deer during the winter. Isn’t there a city ordinance saying
we cannot feed the deer? Frustrating because they come into our yard and defacate. Also not
interested in spreading deer ticks. They eat my flowers during the summer.

8/17/2020 5:44 PM

25

N/A

8/17/2020 1:46 PM

26

We love to see deer (and all wildlife and birds) along the Greenway. That's part of the reason
we wanted to move to this house. Deer really don't bother anything in our yard. They come
down from the dyke in the fall when the apples are ripe, but wenced our yard, so they are not a
problem.

8/17/2020 1:39 PM

27

We see deer near Belmont Rd in the fall, between Park Dr and 17th Ave S

8/16/2020 5:49 PM

28

We are not at our property all the time but see evidence of their presence. Several times for
the past years we actually see them in our yard. A neighbor told us there is someone on
Chestnut St only a few houses from ours feeding the deer in the winter.

8/16/2020 1:43 PM

29

I think since the deer population goes "unchecked" their damage to houses near the greenway
will continue. I don't have an issue if the population is reduced by hunting or
trapping/relocation.

8/16/2020 10:32 AM

30

There are groups of deer that feed along River Road especially in spring and fall. They do not
appear concerned or frightened by cars. They pose a risk for divers. Their numbers are
increasing.

8/16/2020 10:06 AM

31

We have deer jump our fence in the winter time to bed down under our trees

8/15/2020 5:39 PM

32

Late fall and winter. Have 15-25 deer in are yard daliy

8/15/2020 4:49 PM

33

Not sure what all the fuss is about with deer. They seem to move into town more in the winter,
probably just looking for food. We really love seeing them

8/14/2020 8:00 PM

34

We were having a huge deer problem in our neighborhood only to realize a neighbor a few
houses away was feeding them which is against the law. The neighbor has since stopped and
the number of deer has greatly reminisced.

8/14/2020 6:59 PM

35

We have been here 3 years and and have only seen dear near our property twice, but evidence
of them is common in winter. We dot feel they are a significant problem.

8/14/2020 6:14 PM

36

Deer are attracted by bird feeders.

8/14/2020 4:40 PM

37

Would like to see deer crossing sign on 10th st se ditch

8/14/2020 11:42 AM

38

We need to open up bow tags inside the city limits to decrease deer population. Bemidji has
fought with this issue for years and does something similar. It might be worth your time to look
into that and see how they handle it.

8/14/2020 8:30 AM

39

population has increased with development of the Greenway

8/13/2020 3:48 PM

40

We see deer most days in the Greenway but they never come over the dike into Near
Southside Neighborhood. They're usually seen in the trees / grass in the loop and between
Kannowski and Lincoln Drive Parks.

8/12/2020 8:02 PM

41

Each year is a little different but have not experienced major problems

8/12/2020 5:49 PM

42

They are around during spring flooding as well.

8/12/2020 1:23 PM

43

we like our location because of the country feel. deer , fox, female wild turkey and last yr a
woodchuck. our berm trees have seem the most damage. if the trees could get just a little
bigger I'm sure the deer would leave them alone. we are fortunate to have a high fence, but alot
of our neighbors dont and the deer are so sneeky and can easier jump the smaller fence any
time of the yr.

8/12/2020 11:24 AM

44

N/A

8/12/2020 11:21 AM

45

We have had some hosta plant leaves eaten. We can't tell if they were eaten by rabbits or
deer.

8/11/2020 1:58 PM

46

We have a fence now, so more deer in our yard. Before we fenced, it was very common to see

8/11/2020 1:28 PM

20
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5-6 deer in our backyard nightly. We live on the east side of Belmont (2500 block). The deer
would eat berries from a tree, and did no harm or damage. Occasionally, we'd see a buck in the
fall come through. In the fall, it is consistent that I will see deer right along side of Belmont
grazing the grass, from Elks to 13th Ave. I definitely slow down in the dark because of it.
47

No comment

8/11/2020 12:59 PM

48

In the winter of 2019 we saw several herds of deer in area of-Lincoln Golf Course......directly
across from our home. We also have had deer in the back ally on occasion over the
years..when the river is frozen and food short...Last year a herd of 6 or so came right down
17th with a car behind them honking...we watched as they headed safely across Belmont to
the golf course. It was awesome. Do not remember the date but shortly after we had a sign
posted on our parkway by the city for deer crossing, now they know.

8/11/2020 10:18 AM

49

I generally see the deer on the Greenway, and it is always a beautiful, pleasant surprise to see
them there. In the past ten years, I have probably seen them in the residential area twice - possibly three times.

8/11/2020 8:52 AM

50

Only know of one deer ever in our yard. Picture sent to us by our neighbor

8/10/2020 9:35 PM

51

No additional comments

8/10/2020 7:52 PM

52

We’ve had as many as 9 in our backyard at once. Since our backyard neighbors moved - they
had a massive veggie garden - the deer traffic has slowed down a bit. Last winter they didn’t
come through as much because of the early and deep snow, but we usually have tracks in our
yard within a day or two of each snowfall. They are very regular visitors. My son, a police
officer, had to shoot one that had been hit by a car on Belmont and hobbled into my backyard
on Chestnut a few years ago - it had a broken back leg with the bone exposed. The DNR didn’t
want to come out on a Saturday. Not a pleasant experience!

8/10/2020 7:08 PM

53

Not a problem with my home

8/10/2020 6:13 PM

54

One of the reasons we moved here is because we are on the greenway and can see deer,
eagles, and other wildlife. It is the highlight of our day to see them walking along the dike,
through the field, and along the river. They do no harm and should be left in peace.

8/10/2020 4:08 PM

55

NA

8/10/2020 3:11 PM

56

We can have as many as 2 dozen deer at one time! They leave a mess of poop and pee all
over our back yard. This past winter there was a deer “trail” all the way up our back yard to the
neighbors. I wouldn’t be against a bow and arrow hunt in town!

8/10/2020 2:23 PM

57

We have seen no deer since the spring high water. Before that deer were common along the
coulee in Point area.

8/10/2020 1:37 PM

58

The repellent mentioned is Irish Spring soap, not a harmful chemical.

8/10/2020 1:15 PM

59

In the last three years there has been an increase in deer population. They have become more
aggressive to the point that they can't be scared away. This year they have destroyed many of
my flowers on hostas, lilies, and Spring flowering plants

8/10/2020 9:46 AM

60

Deer have been eating plants and shrubs of our neighbors who are nearer to the greenway.

8/10/2020 9:22 AM

61

None

8/10/2020 8:36 AM

62

See as many as 15 in the winter, none in the summer. No bother to us.

8/10/2020 8:19 AM

63

I do enjoy the deer. They tear apart my feeders and eat my plants. I think a controlled bow
season would be great for the in town Hurd.

8/10/2020 7:25 AM

64

Deer within city limits are seen way to often when driving near the coulee in EGF. Often times
there are groups of 20+ along the coulee banks that cross the roads. We live near the Red
Lake River dike and in the winter we have a path cut through our backyard from deer....the
waste left behind to clean up in the spring is nasty!

8/9/2020 9:16 PM

65

Our yard is completely fenced so we just see them in the street.

8/9/2020 7:34 PM

66

We live near fields and the Greenway. It is natural habitat for the deer. It is nice to see them
there. When the population increases in the Fall, traffic increases daily especially during the
evening hours for those that are watching the deer. More permanent road blocks need to be put
in place to limit the traffic.

8/9/2020 7:03 PM
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67

The deers usually show up late afternoon/night in my yard. I have a dog so they don't come
too close to the property. On 13th St SE, right by the little valley and water way, I see at least
3-5 deer daily. They cross this section of road frequently.

8/9/2020 6:57 PM

68

I've only seen deer a few times along Belmont from 13th - 27th Avenues

8/9/2020 6:00 PM

69

this problem needs to be taken care of !!

8/9/2020 5:36 PM

70

Excessive deer doing major damage to trees, shrubs, and flowers. Also very dangerous with
young kids and traffic in neighborhood

8/9/2020 5:17 PM

71

Too many

8/9/2020 5:05 PM

72

I see an occasional deer or 2 or 3 coming up from the greenway to my property. I love it! This
is why I purchased property near the Greenway.

8/9/2020 2:22 PM

73

.

8/9/2020 12:29 PM

74

have only seen deer occasionally but have seen deer tracts. Have skunk issue though!

8/9/2020 12:28 PM

75

Please reduce deer population through bow hunting ect

8/9/2020 11:34 AM

76

Putting a feeding ban on deer for residents will do little. Deer come into town in the winter
mainly for shelter and to eat shrubs and stay protected from preditors. Deer also bring in
diseases, which can be spread through there feces to family pets. I strongly believe we are
overdue for an in-town archery season with a minimum of 50 tags. I would estimate we have
over 350 deer in or around our city limits. If towns near the metro area can do something like
this I can bet you my last dollar we can do it also. And better. I see deer on roads or the street
every single day. Kids watching our street employees have to kill one in broad daylight with a
loader because it gets hit on bygland and its legs are broke. I've personally drug one off hwy 2
by hardware hank. This needs to get under control fast. The deer are so domesticated they
wont even look at you anymore when you hollar at them, 10 feet away! That is bad. Normal
deer wont let you within 100 yards of them. Come on people.

8/8/2020 11:14 PM

77

I strongly recommend that you partner with the ND Game and Fish and offer an in town bow
hunt. Deer are fun to watch but as you are already aware they cause damage and with an
unmanaged deer herd this will result in disease.

8/8/2020 6:30 PM

78

Have noticed a decrease in numbers last 2 yrs on James Ave. exception of one time when
people walking loose dogs needed them into my yard as I live right by the river. One other
isolated time when people and their dog were trespassing I. Our coulee trees and chased them
up - went to the river. I like seeing them but this spring didn’t even see the usual fawns until
they were quite large already which is unusual . I think people are not feeding them like I used
to see them do across the coulee.

8/8/2020 5:22 PM

79

I love seeing the deer walk through the neighborhood, which is only 1-2 x's per year

8/8/2020 4:36 PM

80

I see the tracks in the snow in winter, but have never seen a deer in my yard, and they haven't
even eaten my tulips, which are usually a deer favorite.

8/8/2020 2:19 PM

81

We enjoy watching deer come and go on our property, feels like we live in the country while
living in the city.

8/8/2020 1:09 PM

82

We have a deer path between our home and our neighbor’s house in the winter as noticed by
the snow being trodden.

8/8/2020 12:31 PM

83

Flawed survey. Question 4 asks if you answered yes to question 3, to choose an option for
question 4. I chose no to #3 but had to make a selection to #4. Data will be skewed.

8/8/2020 12:07 PM

84

Don't see deer daily but I do see signs of deer in my yard often: droppings, eaten vegetation,
bedded down grass.

8/8/2020 8:46 AM

85

We enjoy seeing the deer & really do not have a problem with them

8/8/2020 8:42 AM

86

We see multiple deer in our back yard on Belmont Road (west side; 2800 block) in the winter;
sometimes bedding down for the night; may be attracted by hastas or apple trees.

8/8/2020 8:11 AM

87

you should open an archery only hunting season to control the population

8/8/2020 7:46 AM

88

We seem to get the same deer on our property. They’ve destroyed a number of our plants

8/7/2020 10:27 PM
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89

they destroy new apple trees planted and gardens. People are feeding them and they should
not do that as the deer look to find the feed. If people would not feed them the deer would stay
out of the city limits. But they will go to their food source!

8/7/2020 10:20 PM

90

I enjoy having the deer roam around our neighborhood. It does make me nervous when they
cross Bygland road.

8/7/2020 10:08 PM

91

I have only seen a few deer by my property on Chestnut Street

8/7/2020 10:07 PM

92

never seen any in our yard, but lots on the greenway trails.

8/7/2020 9:46 PM

93

We could not answer question #1 as we have not seen any deer this year but know at least
one is in our yard at night as they are eating the hostas, tomatoes, and eggplants. Last fall,
they ate most of the hostas. They have been visible in our yard in the winter, but last year the
deep snow kept them out. We have seen a ten point buck but usually it is a couple of does
and their fawns. In the 2018/19 winter, they bledded down right next to our windows.

8/7/2020 9:34 PM

94

I feel that it is important that people do not feed the deer. By putting food out for them, they are
attracting them into the City and making them become too comfortable around humans. They
are not going to starve, or suffer if they don't live in the City. We may need to find away to
lower the population in the City -- hunting.

8/7/2020 9:06 PM

95

Deer live mostly in the river corridor from spring to fall. Winter is when the bicuspids invade our
yards.

8/7/2020 8:01 PM

96

They’re are extremely hard on the grass too

8/7/2020 7:42 PM

97

It is always nice to see them down in the coulee and the occasional new fawn in the Spring,
but I do feel sorry for them with so little to eat during a winter with a lot of snow.

8/7/2020 7:21 PM

98

It has been a benefit to our community to have them. We enjoy seeing them here, as well as
along the greenway and river bank. Our children enjoy spotting them year round.

8/7/2020 7:10 PM

99

We don’t mind having deer around our home. We use repellent on the couple small trees that
we have.

8/7/2020 5:39 PM

100

I enjoy seeing them when I am on the bike path.

8/7/2020 5:30 PM

101

I love seeing the deer

8/7/2020 3:55 PM

102

Had to put up deer fence around garden. Tired of cleaning up deer crap

8/7/2020 3:06 PM

103

People need to not feed them during the winter months to keep them from leaving greenway. I
do like seeing them but cause problems when crossing Belmont road. People don't look for
them to cross the road.

8/7/2020 2:21 PM

104

The Deer population in our neighborhood has greatly increased. It has caused damage to trees,
shrubs, flowers and garden vegetables. We have attempted to resolve this issue by using
fenceso and repellent. However, nothing seems to help. It is frustrating to landscape only to
have it destroyed by deer. Please do something about it!

8/7/2020 2:13 PM

105

they frequent when there is food to their liking. Last winter aprox 6 would eat the mulch in the
garden and on occassion bed down prior to dawn.

8/7/2020 2:11 PM

106

winter - many by River Road. Likely a traffic issue.

8/7/2020 2:05 PM

107

Just see the deer occasionally, crossing Belmont Road sometimes, in my culdesac. I don't
mind them at all.

8/7/2020 2:05 PM

108

We used to see deer behind our property almost every night, but we haven’t seen one in
months.

8/7/2020 1:26 PM

109

I have neighbors who experience vegetation damage due to deer. I have no problems, but
partly because our back yard is fenced.

8/7/2020 12:34 PM

110

The deer mostly come out at night so not sure how many ravage our landscaping and flower
gardens but the damage is continuous.

8/7/2020 12:33 PM

111

na

8/7/2020 11:40 AM

112

There are consistently 30 deer in my yard every day in the winter. I have photos and video to
verify the numbers. They sleep on my deck in the winter, continuously destroy shrubs and

8/7/2020 11:24 AM
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flowers. My back yard is full of deer droppings. We have to wash the riding mower every time
we mow. They problem in my yard is SEVERE!
113

None

8/7/2020 11:18 AM

114

Had deer eating pastas and bird seed fall 2018

8/7/2020 10:59 AM

115

Open a Greenway Archery Season to help control the population of deer inside the city limits

8/7/2020 10:31 AM

116

We live on Chestnut and on occasion we have had deer in our backyard in fall or winter. We
enjoy seeing them and we haven’t had damage. I walk the greenway and see them by the golf
course and they just watch us.

8/7/2020 10:21 AM

117

Have fenced them out but they are around.

8/7/2020 9:23 AM

118

I have heard about deer issues in the Sunbeam neighborhood. I haven't seen one in my yard
since winter 2019.

8/7/2020 9:13 AM

119

This spring, I did see (and record) two deer that were just hanging out in our neighborhood, on
my neighbors' lawn. I hadn't seen deer in my neighborhood beyond actually being on the
greenway prior. While I do not have problems with deer, squirrels, and rabbits are taking over.
I've called an exterminator, but there are few that handle squirrels, and he gave up. The
squirrels are doing way more damage to my property and my garden than any deer (and I can't
up fencing due to utility lines and city rights of way or I would!

8/7/2020 8:33 AM

120

Every morning around 5am when going to walk dog on greenway I see numerous deer in
neighboring yards. This past winter was common when walking at dusk to see upwards of 50
deer gathering at Lincoln golf course. One night stopped on path at club house for 39 minutes
waiting as they came up from crossing the river

8/7/2020 8:33 AM

121

I have an outside dog who keeps deer away from most of my yard. My neighbor’s apple tree
and bird feeders are frequented by deer fall through winter. If population is a concern, an in-city
archery season could be implemented similar to Bismarck.

8/7/2020 8:11 AM

122

No Comment.

8/7/2020 8:00 AM

123

The deer are harmless and are out of the area around sun up

8/7/2020 7:16 AM

124

Have not have any deer in the yard this year. We bike the bike trail daily and see 2-3 deer
along the GF ad EGF sides once a week.

8/7/2020 6:21 AM

125

I've only seen 3 deer crossing the dike since I moved here in December. And that was all on
the same day, in a group.

8/6/2020 10:28 PM

126

i answered "no" on the first question because i do not see deer daily .. but about 2 weeks ago i
had 2 bucks in my yard - eating out of my bird feeder and they chewed off some of my flowers.

8/6/2020 8:42 PM

127

I periodically see deer in my neighbourhood in the fall/winter, also I see them along Belmont
especially near Lincoln park and out by the Country Club. I personally have had deer cross the
road a few times in front of me but have not come close to hitting one or sustained any
property damage from deer to our yard (although our back yard is completely fenced in)

8/6/2020 6:49 PM

128

They eat my flowers, hostas and shrubs. I provide salad bar in the summer and crunchy
flowers heads in winter.

8/6/2020 6:46 PM

129

It is only a wintertime issue for our home. We don’t see during other seasons

8/6/2020 6:28 PM

130

We had a deer walk through our backyard once. We thought it was neat.

8/6/2020 6:10 PM

131

Don't mind the deer at all. Fun to look at in the winter

8/6/2020 5:22 PM

132

THEY ARE HARD ON MY RASPBERRIES

8/6/2020 5:15 PM

133

I am an avid gardener that collects Hosta. The deer have been eating the foliage causing the
plants to decrease in size by 30% each year. this is going on the 4th year that this damage
has been going on. I spend lots of time and money on my Hosta garden nly to see it nearly
completly eaten by the end of August. I have cameras set up in my back yard to monitor their
habits. It is always after dark and before sunrise. Please, please do something to eliminate
these wild animals from living in town. They belong in the country where cars have a smaller
chance of hitting them. I live at 3511 Chestnut. I'm looking forward to some sort of solution,
elimination. Thank you so much for reaching out.

8/6/2020 4:47 PM
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134

An occasional deer or two is fine. Finding a herd in my backyard during the Wintertime is
ridiculous. The damage year round is unacceptable. Damage happens to foliage and scat is
scattered by the deer. Safety issues concern me. Deer have been hit on Belmont Road. I not
only am concerned for traffic but also for children. Deer have been seen walking down the
sidewalks during the winter.

8/6/2020 3:56 PM

135

We have dogs on each side of us that keep the deer from coming in our yard during the day

8/6/2020 2:36 PM

136

have seen deer on the greenway, it's great, want to see more

8/6/2020 2:17 PM

137

The deer almost always come at night, so I have seldom seen them. They are fond of my
apple trees, and they sometimes venture through a narrow gate into a former swimming pool
area to feed on garden plants.

8/6/2020 2:15 PM

138

I'm at 210 27th Ave S. We have deer nearly every night- in the fall early morning I will cross
path with several heading back to the Greenway at dawn.

8/6/2020 2:06 PM

139

I hear moose by the river in the fall

8/6/2020 2:03 PM

140

We have a trail camera outside that captures deer in our yard almost nightly. There are
sometimes three or four at a time. They have destroyed many of our plants and flowers

8/6/2020 1:57 PM

141

I'm on Chestnut St. Winter is the only time i notice them because of the tracks they leave.

8/6/2020 1:42 PM

142

Today was the first day I decided to buy some deer and rabbit repellent we have always had a
bunch of rabbit issues but this is the first year we have really started to have problems with the
deer.

8/6/2020 1:41 PM

143

Lots of deer crossing belmont near the lift station/restrooms between 32nd and 40th

8/6/2020 1:27 PM

144

Winter of 2018-2019 we saw deer in our yard quite often, this past year we didn’t.

8/6/2020 12:26 PM

145

In the 5 years I’ve lived here, I’ve seen exactly one deer.

8/6/2020 12:14 PM
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Q12 Please indicate your neighborhood based on the map below.
Answered: 267

Skipped: 3

1 Riverside
Park GF
2 Gateway
Drive to DeM...
3 DeMers
Avenue to...
4 Lincoln
Drive to 32n...
5 32nd Avenue
So to 49th...
6 South of
49th Avenue ...

7 North EGF

8 South EGF,
Point Area w...
9 South EGF,
Point Area e...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

1 Riverside Park GF

0.37%

1

2 Gateway Drive to DeMers Avenue GF

0.00%

0

3 DeMers Avenue to Lincoln Drive GF

1.12%

3

4 Lincoln Drive to 32nd Avenue South

27.34%

73

5 32nd Avenue So to 49th Avenue So GF

35.21%

94

6 South of 49th Avenue So GF

0.37%

1

7 North EGF

9.74%

26

8 South EGF, Point Area west of Bygland Road

8.99%

24

9 South EGF, Point Area east of Bygland Road

16.85%

45

TOTAL

267
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Request for Council Action
Date: November 24, 2020
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council
Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle, Tim
Johnson, and Marc DeMers.

Cc:

File

From: Nancy Ellis, Community Development Director
RE:

Rental Agreement with MPO for 2021 with 2nd Year Option

STAFF REQUEST:
At the past work session, it was discussed that a 2nd year option could be added to the MPO lease
agreement. That agreement was not given to Admin Staff in time and was not approved at the last
Council meeting. Only the one year lease agreement was approved.
Therefore, I am returning to Council to ask for approval to enter into a lease agreement with the
MPO for one year, with the option of a 2nd year. This agreement shall be in effect for a period
beginning January 1, 2021 and run through December 31, 2021, with an additional one (1) year option,
running from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022, at the current rate plus an escalator based
on the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) out of the Denver Office, not to exceed 5%.
BACKGROUND:
The MPO had leased office space at City Hall for the past number of years. They are asking City Council
to approve the renewal of their lease agreement for 2020 with a change to the leased square footage. The
MPO will no longer lease the office on the second floor west wing between the Mayor’s Office and the
Administration Office but they will need some storage space for files.
The rental price is listed in the lease agreement with options to increase based on the Consumer Price
Index (CPI), not to exceed 5% per year. The rental price is the same as 2019. However, a change to the
lease for the reduction in square footage and an additional charge of $25 per month for storage is noted on
the lease agreement. As well, we have determined a location for the storage of their files.
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CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS FY2021
LEASE AGREEMENT
Whereas, the GRAND FORKS/EAST GRAND FORKS METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION (GF/EGF MPO) wishes to lease space from the City of East Grand Forks
(City); and
Whereas, the City believes the GF/EGF MPO would provide other positive contributing factors
to the City by locating their offices in the City Hall Building.
Now, therefore, for valuable considerations, the City and the City Hall Building agree as follows:

The City Will:
1.

Provide to the GF/EGF MPO approximately 776 sq. ft. of Office Space, currently labeled
Room(s): E212, E213, and E214. This has been discussed with and agreed to by the City
Administrator.

2.

Permit security access outside regular City working hours.

3.

Provide reasonable access to use of the City Council Chambers or a conference room on
an as needed basis, but only when such use does not conflict with the City’s needs for
such space, and all conflicts will be resolved by the City.

4.

Allow the GF/EGF MPO to have an identify sign, etc., on the premises, the size and
location to be approved by the City.

5.

Provide use of other customary City Hall service areas for the GF/EGF MPO Employees,
such as the employee lunchroom, restrooms, etc.

6.

Provide janitorial services to the areas proposed to be used by the GF/EGF MPO in the
same manner as the City receives, including removal of regular trash and recycling
products. The GF/EGF MPO will pay for any special fees for disposal of computers or
the like.
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7.

Allow existing parking areas to be used by the GF/EGF MPO employees and visitors.

8.

Provide electric, heating/cooling, water and sanitary sewer at no additional cost.

9.

Provide fire and general liability insurance on the building.

10.

Provide Communications Services; phone, network access, GB data storage; and IT
desktop support and technical services at the following prices:

CHARGES FOR PHONE SERVICE, NETWORK ACCESS, DATA
STORAGE, AND IT SUPPORT
1.

Phone Service:

This includes basic IP phone station; DID number; voicemail; call
transfer/forward/waiting; routine service requests such as ring
group changes, number of rings to voice mail, voice mail password
reset, etc. Any requests requiring in-depth planning or engineering
will be charged on a time and material basis (see support service
charges).

$6.75 per phone per month………$6.75 x 4 Phones = $27.00/Month
2.

Network Access:

Provides access to department VLAN or EGF Metro Area
Network, Internet access with multiple circuit redundancy, firewall
services, Active Directory Authentication Service (includes basic
service requests for password resets, add/remove users, change
user groups) and Security Services. This does not include phone
stations subscribing to EGF phone service (See above).

$10.00 per device per month……$10.00 x 5 Devices = $50.00/Month
3.

Data Storage:

Provides a dedicated data store attached to the Metro Area
Network with data replicated in two geographically separate
locations; nightly backups, and archives stored at three (3)
locations. Data recovery from backups will be billed at time and
material rates (See support service charges).

$0.25 per GB Reserved per month….$0.25 x 300 (Number of GB) = $75.00/Month
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4.

Desktop Support And Other Technology Services:
This is charged at a labor rate of $47.00/hour during normal
working hours Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Non-Holidays. It is billed in half-hour increments plus actual
material and outside resource expenses that may be incurred.
Anything outside of normal working hours, considered after hour
calls, or on Holidays will be charged at the labor rate of
$70.50/hour and there will be a three (3) hour minimum charge
plus actual material and outside resource expenses that may be
incurred.

THE GF/EGF MPO WILL:
1.

Make all leasehold improvements to the existing “area” at their expense and in a manner
that is approved by the City.

2.

Pay the City rent at the negotiated terms of $12.57 a square foot plus $300.00 for storage
fees for a total of $10,054.32 to be paid at a quarterly rate of $2,513.58 per quarter.

3.

Pay for any costs associated with additional access/security improvements as it or the
City desires.

4.

Furnish its own computers, however the City will provide internet connections. The City
currently has an agreement with Water and Light Department for IT services.

5.

Maintain a certificate of insurance as required by the East Grand Forks City Attorney to
cover its employees, liability, and personal property, and pay any additional premium
required by the City’s insurers by reason of presence.

6.

Not make any permanent improvements or changes to the area without prior City
approval.

7.

Limited storage may be offered in an area to be determined by the City.
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DURATION AND TERMINATION:
1.

This agreement shall be in effect for a period beginning January 1, 2021 and run through
December 31, 2021, with an additional one (1) year option, running from January 1, 2022
through December 31, 2022, at the current rate plus an escalator based on the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) out of the Denver Office, not to exceed 5%.

2.

Either party shall have the right to terminate this agreement upon written 90-day notice to
the other party.

GRAND FORKS/EAST GRAND FORKS METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION:

________________________________
Chairman

______________________________
Date

________________________________
Executive Director

______________________________
Date

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS:

________________________________
Mayor

______________________________
Date

________________________________
City Administrator

______________________________
Date

31

3

Request for Council Action
Date: November 19, 2020
To: East Grand Forks City Council: Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad,
Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim
Riopelle, Tim Johnson and Marc DeMers
Cc: File
From: Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police
RE: Resolution Reference Mutual Aid Agreement
______________________________________________________________________________
Background: Law enforcement agencies across the State of Minnesota occasionally request, and
provide, assistance based upon Mutual Aid Requests. The events of 2020, as well as expected
issues related to Line 3 protests have led law enforcement agencies throughout the state to develop
a unified Mutual Aid Agreement that would formalize this process and allow agencies across the
state to both request and provide assistance when needed. Minnesota statute currently allows law
enforcement agencies to provide mutual aid to any other agency but it requires this aid to be
approved by the governing body (i.e. City Council or County Commission) unless formal mutual
aid agreements are in place between the various agencies. The reality is that by the time any of
these boards is able to gather to formally approve the mutual aid the event that requires the
assistance is likely to already be over.
If approved, this Agreement would have the governing body (in this case the City of East Grand
Forks – City Council) designate an individual to serve as the “Requesting Official” for situations
where the City of East Grand Forks is requesting aid and also as the “Responding Official” for
situations where the local agency has received a request to provide aid. In our case the Chief of
Police would be the designated “Requesting Official” and “Responding Official” since this
agreement only deals with requests for Law Enforcement Mutual Aid.
Budgetary Impact: Varies. There is only an expense if we receive and respond to a request for
Law Enforcement Mutual Aid, or if we make a request for “Long Term” Mutual Aid from other
agencies and are then subsequently billed by those agencies.
Recommendations: Approve the Resolution that designates the East Grand Forks Police
Department Chief of Police as both the “Requesting Official” and the “Responding Official” as it
pertains to the attached Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement.
Enclosures: Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement
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RESOLUTION NO. 20 – 12 – XX
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO ENTER INTO
LAW ENFORCEMENT MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution
and moved its adoption:
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks may experience events that require the request for assistance
and mutual aid from outside law enforcement agencies or the City of East Grand Forks may receive
requests for assistance and mutual aid; and
WHEREAS, by having an ongoing mutual aid agreement in place would allow the Chief of Police to both
request and respond to requests for assistance and mutual aid as the need arises; and
WHEREAS, the intent of the mutual aid agreement (Agreement) is to accept and/or make equipment,
personnel and other resources available to other political subdivisions for law enforcement purposes; and
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police for the City of East Grand Forks has reviewed the Agreement and is in
support of and recommends that the City Council approve the agreement.
WHEREAS, the Agreement is authorized by and consistent with Minnesota Statute 12.331 (Local
Assistance to Political Subdivisions) and Minnesota Statute 471.59 (Joint Exercise of Powers).
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of East Grand Forks:
1. Authorizes entering into a Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement with other law enforcement
agencies for the mutual benefit of the public safety of all citizens in the State of Minnesota.
2. The Chief of Police of the East Grand Forks Police Department is hereby authorized to execute
such agreements and amendments as are necessary to implement this agreement on behalf of the
City of East Grand Forks.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:
The President declared the resolution passed.
Passed: December 1, 2020
Attest:
___________________________________
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer

____________________________________
President of Council

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 1st day of December, 2020.
____________________________________
Mayor
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LAW ENFORCEMENT MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT
Purpose
This agreement is made pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 471.59 which authorizes the joint and
cooperative exercise of powers common to contracting parties. The intent of this agreement is to
make equipment, personnel and other resources available to political subdivisions from other
political subdivisions.

Definitions
Party – means a political subdivision.
Requesting Official - means the person designated by a Party who is responsible for requesting
assistance from the other party.
Requesting Party – means the party that requests assistance from other parties.
Responding Official – means the person designated by the party who is responsible to determine
whether and to what extent that party should provide assistance to the Requesting Party.
Responding Party – means a party that provides assistance to the Requesting Party.
Assistance Type – Law Enforcement personnel and equipment.

1. Procedure
1.1 Request for assistance: Immediate Response/Short Term
1.1.1 Request for Assistance. Whenever, in the opinion of a Requesting Party there is an
immediate need for assistance from the other party, the Requesting Party may call upon the
Responding Party for assistance.
1.1.2 Responding to Request. Upon the request for assistance from a Requesting Party, the
Responding Party may authorize and direct personnel to provide assistance to the Requesting
Party. This decision will be made after considering the needs of the Responding Party and the
availability of other law enforcement personnel and equipment to the Responding Party.
1.1.3 Method. Whenever practical the Requesting Party shall request immediate assistance
through the 911 Emergency Communications Operations Center and the Responding Party shall
indicate its intended response using the same method.
1.1.4 Command of Scene. Except as provided in Section 1.1.4.1, the Requesting Party shall be
in command of the mutual aid scene. The personnel and equipment of the Responding Party
shall be under the direction and control of the Requesting Party until the Responding Official
determines to withdraw assistance.
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1.1.4.1 Specialize Forces. When a Requesting Party requests the assistance of specialize forces
from a Responding Party, such as Tactical Command, Canine Units, Bomb Squads, Rescue
Squad, etc., the personnel and equipment from the Responding Party shall be under the direction
of the Responding Party.
1.1.5 Recall of Assistance. The Responding Official may at any time recall assistance provided
hereunder to the Requesting Party when in his/her judgment or by an order from the governing
body of the Responding Party, it is considered to be in the best interest of the Responding Party
to recall or withdraw the assistance provided by it.
1.1.6 Release of Assistance. The Requesting Party may at any time advise the Responding Party
that the assistance of the Responding Party is no longer needed. In such event the Responding
Party shall withdraw its assistance at the earliest possible time that it is safe for its personnel and
equipment to withdraw.

1.2 Request for Assistance: Long Term
1.2.1 Request for Assistance. Whenever, in the opinion of the Requesting Official, there is
need for assistance from the other party that will reasonably be expected to continue beyond
eight (8) hours, the Requesting Official may call upon the Responding Official of any other party
to furnish assistance.
1.2.2 Responding to Request. Upon the request for assistance from a Requesting Official on
behalf of the Requesting Party, the Responding Official may authorize and direct his/her party’s
personnel to provide assistance to the Requesting Party. This decision will be made after
considering the needs of the Responding Party and the availability of other law enforcement
personnel and equipment to the Responding Party.
1.2.3 Method. A request for Long Term Assistance shall be made to the Responding Official
and the Responding Official shall indicate the intended response of the Responding Party to the
Requesting Official.
1.2.4 Recall of Assistance. The Responding Official may at any time recall such assistance
when in his/her best judgment or by any order from the governing body of the Responding Party,
is considered to be in the best interests of the Responding Party to do so.
1.2.5 Command of Scene. The Requesting Party shall be in command of the mutual aid scene.
The personnel and equipment of the Responding Party shall be under the direction and control of
the Requesting Party until the Responding Official determines to withdraw assistance.

2. Worker’s Compensation
Each party shall be responsible for injuries or death of its own personnel. Each party will
maintain worker’s compensation insurance or self-insurance coverage, covering its own
personnel while they are providing assistance pursuant to this Agreement. Each party waives the
right to sue any other party for any workers’ compensation benefits paid to its own employee,
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volunteer or their dependents, even if the injuries were caused wholly or partially by the
negligence of any other party or its officers, employees or volunteers.

4. Liability
4.1 Requesting Party Liable. For the purpose of Minnesota Municipal Tort Liability Act
(Minn. Stat. Ch. 466), the employees and officers of the Responding Party are deemed to be
employees (as defined in Minn. Stat. 466.01, subdivision 6) of the Requesting Party. This is
specifically agreed and intended to be applicable to situations covered by Section 1.1.4.1 of this
Agreement.
4.2 Indemnification and Defense. The Requesting Party agrees to defend and Indemnify the
Responding Party and any claims brought or actions filed against the Responding Party against
any claims brought or actions filed against the Responding Party or any officer, employee, or
volunteer of the Responding Party for injury to, death or, or damage to the property of any third
person or persons, arising from the performance and provisions of assistance in responding to a
request for assistance by the Requesting Party pursuant to this Agreement.
Under no circumstances, however, shall a party be required to pay on behalf of itself and other
parties any amounts in excess of the limits on liability established in Minnesota Statutes Chapter
466 applicable to any one party. The limits for some or all of the parties may not be added
together to determine the maximum of liability for any party.
The intent of this subdivision is to impose on each Requesting Party a limited duty to defend and
indemnify a Responding Party for claims arising within the Requesting Party’s jurisdiction
subject to the limits of liability under Minnesota Statute Chapter 466. The purpose of creating
this duty to defend and indemnify is to simplify the defense of claims against multiple
defendant’s from a single occurrence to be defended by a single attorney or a single law firm.
4.3 No Liability. No party to this agreement nor any officer, employee, agent or official of any
Party shall be liable to any other Party or to any other person for failure of any Party to furnish
assistance to any other Party, or for recalling assistance, both as described in this Agreement.

5. Charges to the Requesting Party.
5.1 No charges will be levied by a Responding Party to this Agreement for assistance rendered
to the Requesting Party under the terms of this Agreement pursuant to Section 1.1 hereof except
as provided in Section 4 hereof. If assistance is provided under this Agreement pursuant to
Section 1.2 hereof, the Responding Party may submit to the Requesting Party an itemized bill for
the actual cost of any assistance provided pursuant to Section 1.2 herein, including salaries,
overtime, materials and supplies and other necessary expenses and the Requesting Party will pay
the Responding Party providing the assistance that amount.
5.2 Such charges are not contingent upon the availability of federal or state government funds.
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6. Duration
This Agreement will be in force until terminated by any Party hereto. Any Party may withdraw
from this Agreement and terminate this Agreement with respect to it upon thirty-day (30) written
notice to the other party or parties to the Agreement.

7. Execution.
Each Party hereto has read, and agreed to and executed this Mutual Aid Agreement on this date
indicated.

8. Miscellaneous.
This Agreement will be governed by the laws of the State of Minnesota.
This Agreement shall be construed as complementary to and not inconsistent with the provisions
of Minnesota Statutes Section 12.331, which authorizes inter-agency disaster assistance.
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By signature below, the authorized representative of a governmental unit hereby enters into the
foregoing agreement, effective upon the date of the signature.

Date: __________________

Entity: _______________________________________
By: __________________________________________
Title: ________________________________________

A copy of the governing body resolution or other authorization to enter this agreement is
attached hereto:
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#4
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA
GENERAL FUND
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
November 24, 2020

Actual
2017
REVENUES/SOURCES
Property Tax Levy*
Franchise & Other Taxes
Licenses & Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Fines & Forfeits
Other Revenues
Other Financing Sources
Total Revenues/Other Sources
Reserved Used/Excess
Total Available Resources
EXPENDITURES/USES
Current:
General Government
Police
Fire
Other Public Safety
Public Works
Recreation & Culture
Community Development
Library
Senior Center
Other Expenditures
Capital Outlay & Other Uses:
General Government
Police
Fire
Public Works
Street Reconstruction
Recreation & Culture
Other Expenditures
Debt Service
Other Financing Uses

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

$ 4,453,551
1,574,633
141,454
2,894,461
1,140,451
143,477
118,197
288,154

$

$ 10,754,376

$ 11,202,828

$ 11,625,492

$ 10,754,376

$ 11,202,828

$ 1,077,051
2,625,964
1,391,253
198,220
1,187,342
1,584,977
49,937
576,476
124,817
308,171

$

153,421
21,949
59,287
250,000
47,083
47,000
105,217
219,392
$ 10,027,557

153,107
59,761
252,001
106,381
192,286
105,217
221,366
$ 10,590,982

Fund Balance Increase 32%

$

477,179

Revenues/Sources Over (Under)
Expenditures and chg Fund Balance

$

249,640

4,815,813
1,661,882
110,686
2,971,572
1,297,919
120,626
112,939
111,392

1,191,741
2,684,692
1,403,965
188,476
1,284,693
1,637,177
72,015
636,442
112,862
288,801

$

5,069,878
1,664,056
119,969
2,914,670
1,243,177
155,567
334,980
123,194

Budget
2020

5,714,353
1,529,431
98,325
2,586,434
1,263,469
118,000
73,600
232,695

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

272,112
(23,875)
(600)
(75,175)
(9,973)
(3,800)
49,708

5.0%
-1.5%
-0.6%
-2.8%
-0.8%
0.0%
-4.9%
27.2%

$ 11,407,910

$ 11,616,307
-

$

208,397

1.8%

$ 11,625,492

$ 11,407,910

$ 11,616,307

$

208,397

1.8%

$

$

$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

83,813
81,142
27,512
1,281
148,114
(4,577)
9,708
37,179
3,274
23,440

6.5%
2.8%
1.9%
0.7%
9.7%
-0.2%
14.3%
5.2%
2.4%
7.7%

1,290,029
2,891,136
1,438,294
174,890
1,394,133
1,789,177
64,477
667,322
121,242
321,110

$

5,442,241
1,553,307
98,925
2,661,609
1,273,442
118,000
77,400
182,987

CHANGE OVER
2020 BUDGET
AMOUNT
%

Budget
2021

1,283,228
2,902,590
1,458,313
194,079
1,527,792
1,926,135
67,987
716,377
134,054
305,860

76,056
54,374
28,908
172,647
150,492
168,307
108,157
228,200
$ 11,138,951

92,000
35,000
250,000
56,000
149,000
88,051
403,671
$ 11,590,137

$

$

$

1,367,042
2,983,732
1,485,825
195,360
1,675,906
1,921,558
77,695
753,556
137,328
329,300

100,000
43,000
140,000
250,000
125,000
189,000
89,836
257,812
$ 12,121,951

$

8,000

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

105,000
69,000
40,000
1,785
(145,859)
488,813

(505,644) $

(280,417)

0

$

611,847
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486,541

(182,227) $

8.7%
300.0%
0.0%
123.2%
26.8%
2.0%
-36.1%
4.2%

TAX RATE COMPARISON Actual 2012 to 2021 levy
Levy %
5%
-1.10%

1.30%

5%

25%

18%

8.5%

5.55

5%

5%
%
Difference Increase

83.00265.00

HOME #1
Tax Mkt Value
City Taxes
Total tax stmt

83.02795.00

HOME #2
Tax Mkt Value
City Taxes
Total tax stmt

83.02970.00

83.02986.01

83.02286.01

HOME #3

2012

2013

115,100

115,100

687.50

678.96

1,822.00

1,748.00

2012

152,200

918.14

897.76

2,416.00

2,294.00

2015

113,600
-1.24%

653.85

123,200
-3.70%

1,604.00

2013

153,700

2012

2014

175,600
2.50%

2,240.00

2013

979.94

191,000

191,000

198,100

220,800

City Taxes

1,141.02

1,126.13

-1.30% 1,139.63

1.20% 1,232.09

Total tax stmt

2,990.00

2,864.00

2,764.00

2,864.00

2012

2013

2014

329,500

325,800

337,500

368,200

City Taxes

1,968.00

1,921.80

-2.35% 1,941.99

1.05% 2,054.92

Total tax stmt

5,120.00

4,850.00

4,680.00

4,744.00

COMMERCIAL
Tax Mkt Value
City Taxes
Total tax stmt

2012

2013

166,800

166,800

965.53

984.46

3,835.85

3,836.83

2014
166,800
1.96%

736.46 -25.19%
3,169.03

8.11%

5.82%

2015
166,800
544.07 -26.12%
2,694.00

2019

2020

2021

132,800

138,900

147,000

164,000

161,900

163,100

$1,200

0.74%

1,120.37

1,160.89

$41

3.62%

$78

3.13%

813.97 18.38%

895.55

10.02%

2,094.00

1,007.53

12.50%

1,100.39

9.22%

2,282.00

2,544.00

2,496.00

2,574.00

2020-21

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

201,500

208,600

217,600

229,500

229,500

230,600

$1,100

0.48%

1234.33 25.96%

1,345.29

1,587.93

1,640.69

$53

3.32%

3,516.00

3,616.00

$100

2.84%

8.99%

1490.82

10.82%

1,539.41

3.26%

2020-21

3,118.00

3,350.00

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

265,300

274,900

274,800

287,600

280,000

278,700

1625.36 31.92%

1,772.31

1,937.56

1,983.80

$46

2.39%

$82

1.92%

9.04%

1883.04

3,538.00

2020-21

2020-21

2016

3,750.00

2015

Tax Mkt Value

2018

2,872.00

2015

Tax Mkt Value

HOME #4

6.50%

2,288.00

2014

2017

1,910.00

2015

160,000
920.17

5.16%

1,620.00

2014

-2.22%

687.57

2016

6.25%

1,929.86

2.49%

2020-21
($1,300)

2020-21
-0.46%

4,072.00

4,198.00

4,406.00

4,262.00

4,344.00

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

418,600

433,600

428900

449,600

437,700

440,500

$2,800

0.64%

3,028.63

3,134.61

$106

3.50%

6,662.00

6,864.00

$202

3.03%

2656.06 29.25%

2,796.00

5.27%

2938.95

5.11%

3,016.11

2.63%

2020-21

5,918.00

6,424.00

6,552.00

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

182,100

188,900

265,200

319,700

329,500

361,700

$32,200

9.77%

1,557.98

1,741.27

$183

11.76%

5,296.00

5,788.00

$492

9.29%

602.85 10.80%
2,938.00

650.62
3,048.00

40

7.92%

1240.86
4,243.00

6,886.00

2020-21

90.72%

1,395.08
5,140.00

12.43%

2020-21

2020-21

5

Request for Council Action
Date: November 24th, 2020
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale
Helms, Tim Riopelle, Tim Johnson, Mark Olstad, Chad Grassel, and Marc DeMers.

Cc:

File

From: David Murphy, East Grand Forks City Administrator
RE:

Discussion on Governor’s Executive Order.

Background.
The Governor’s Order effective November 20th, 2020 impacts the City and School District in several ways.
An informal conversation was held between the Mayor, Council President, School Superintendent and staff
from the City and School on Thursday, November 19th.
The closure will impact the City’s ice arenas and the school’s athletic activities along with EGF youth
sports.
The Council and staff will need to discuss the impact of the shut-down and what appropriate enforcement
measures will be utilized for outdoor rinks, businesses that may refuse to comply etc.
Action.
Discussion with staff and direction.
Budget Impact
Unknown at this time.
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