AGENDA
OF THE CITY
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
CALL OF ROLL:
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:
1. 2020 City Project No 3 ADA Improvements & Bus Shelter Replacement – Steve Emery
2. Consider Minnesota Department of Transportation Local Partnership Program – Steve Emery
3. Review of Results of Survey for Parks & Recreation Facility Planning – Reid Huttunen
4. Review of Charter Commission Revisions – David Murphy
ADJOURN:
Upcoming Meetings
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, June 16, 2020 – 5:00 PM
Work Session – Tuesday, June 23, 2020 – 5:00 PM
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 2020 – 5:00 PM
Work Session – Tuesday, July 14, 2020 – 5:00 PM
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AGENDA ITEM #__________
1

Request for Council Action
Date:

June 8, 2020

To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council
Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle,
Tim Johnson, and Marc Demers

Cc:

File

From:

Steve Emery, P.E.

RE:

2020 City Project No. 3
ADA Improvements & Bus Shelter Replacement

Background:
We received Quotes on the above project at 1:00 PM. On Monday, June 8, 2020. We received one (1)
quote which was from Opp Construction. We have tabulated the bid results and the dollar amounts are
substantially more than anticipated.
The Project Scope included three (3) proposals which consisted of:
Proposal 1: Included ADA Ramp Construction around New Heights School.
Proposal 2: Included Sidewalk work and Bus Shelter Pad installation on 3rd Ave NW just north of 10th St
NW.
Proposal 3: Included some sidewalk replacement work as well as new sidewalk construction on River
Road NW adjacent to the Flood wall.
Funding
State Aid Maintenance Funds
Recommendation:
Reviewing bid results with Staff and have no recommendation at this time.
recommendation during the work session
Enclosures:
None
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Will provide a

2020 City Project No. 3
ADA and Bus Shelter Replacement
EAST GRAND FORKS, MN
Proposal No. 1

Engineers Estimate
ITEM
DESCRIPTION

ITEM NO.

QUANTITY

UNIT

UNIT
PRICE

Opp Construction

AMOUNT

UNIT
PRICE

AMOUNT

015526

Mobilization

1

Lump Sum

$

2,500.00 $

2,500.00 $

3,000.00 $

3,000.00

015713

Storm Drain Inlet Protection

7

Each

$

200.00 $

1,400.00 $

200.00 $

1,400.00

024100

Remove Concrete Curb & Gutter

309

Lin FT

$

10.00 $

3,090.00 $

7.00 $

2,163.00

024100

Remove Pavement

79

SQ YD

$

25.00 $

1,975.00 $

65.00 $

5,135.00

024100

Remove 4" Concrete Sidewalk

1111

SQ FT

$

2.00 $

2,222.00 $

2.50 $

2,777.50

024100

Clear & Grubb Tree

1

Each

$

500.00 $

500.00 $

750.00 $

750.00

321123

Aggregate Base Coarse (CV)

6

CU YD

$

65.00 $

390.00 $

94.00 $

564.00

321216

Construct Pavement

79

SQ YD

$

125.00 $

9,875.00 $

180.00 $

14,220.00

321600

Concrete Curb & Gutter, Design B624

309

Lin FT

$

40.00 $

12,360.00 $

45.00 $

13,905.00

321600

4" Concrete Sidewalk

83

SQ FT

$

8.00 $

664.00 $

15.00 $

1,245.00

321600

6" Concrete Sidewalk

893

SQ FT

$

10.00 $

8,930.00 $

16.00 $

14,288.00

321600

Detectable Warning Panels

117

SQ FT

$

50.00 $

5,850.00 $

60.00 $

7,020.00

329219

Topsoil Borrow (LV)

11

CU YD

$

20.00 $

220.00 $

45.00 $

495.00

329219

Turf Establishment

134

SQ YD

$

10.00 $

1,340.00 $

16.00 $

2,144.00

$

69,106.50

TOTAL BID

$

3

51,316.00

2020 City Project No. 3
ADA and Bus Shelter Replacement
EAST GRAND FORKS, MN
Proposal No. 2

Engineers Estimate
ITEM
DESCRIPTION

ITEM NO.

QUANTITY

UNIT

UNIT
PRICE

Opp Construction

AMOUNT

UNIT
PRICE

AMOUNT

015526

Mobilization

1

Lump Sum

$

1,500.00 $

1,500.00 $

1,900.00 $

1,900.00

015713

Storm Drain Inlet Protection

1

Each

$

200.00 $

200.00 $

200.00 $

200.00

024100

Remove Concrete Curb & Gutter

31

Lin FT

$

10.00 $

310.00 $

7.00 $

217.00

024100

Remove Pavement

7

SQ YD

$

25.00 $

175.00 $

65.00 $

455.00

312200

Common Excavation (P)

45

CU YD

$

27.00 $

1,215.00 $

36.00 $

1,620.00

321123

Aggregate Base Coarse (CV)

7

CU YD

$

65.00 $

455.00 $

94.00 $

658.00

321216

Construct Pavement

7

SQ YD

$

125.00 $

875.00 $

180.00 $

1,260.00

321600

Concrete Curb & Gutter, Design B624

31

Lin FT

$

40.00 $

1,240.00 $

45.00 $

1,395.00

321600

4" Concrete Sidewalk

892

SQ FT

$

8.00 $

7,136.00 $

16.00 $

14,272.00

321600

Construct 6" Concrete Shelter Pad

66

SQ FT

$

17.00 $

1,122.00 $

17.00 $

1,122.00

321600

Detectable Warning Panels

9

SQ FT

$

50.00 $

450.00 $

60.00 $

540.00

329219

Topsoil Borrow (LV)

25

CU YD

$

20.00 $

500.00 $

45.00 $

1,125.00

329219

Turf Establishment

346

SQ YD

$

10.00 $

3,460.00 $

16.00 $

5,536.00

$

30,300.00

TOTAL BID

$

4

18,638.00

2020 City Project No. 3
ADA and Bus Shelter Replacement
EAST GRAND FORKS, MN
Proposal No. 3

Engineers Estimate
ITEM
DESCRIPTION

ITEM NO.

QUANTITY

UNIT

UNIT
PRICE

Opp Construction

AMOUNT

UNIT
PRICE

AMOUNT

015526

Mobilization

1

Lump Sum

$

1,500.00 $

1,500.00 $

1,900.00 $

1,900.00

024100

Remove Pavement

3

SQ YD

$

20.00 $

60.00 $

65.00 $

195.00

024100

Remove 4" Concrete Sidewalk

115

SQ FT

$

2.00 $

230.00 $

2.50 $

287.50

312200

Common Excavation (P)

11

CU YD

$

27.00 $

297.00 $

36.00 $

396.00

321123

Aggregate Base Coarse (CV)

4

CU YD

$

65.00 $

260.00 $

94.00 $

376.00

321216

Construct Pavement

3

SQ YD

$

120.00 $

360.00 $

187.00 $

561.00

321600

4" Concrete Sidewalk

446

SQ FT

$

8.00 $

3,568.00 $

15.00 $

6,690.00

321600

6" Concrete Sidewalk

115

SQ FT

$

10.00 $

1,150.00 $

18.00 $

2,070.00

321600

6" Concrete Driveway

3

SQ YD

$

150.00 $

450.00 $

187.00 $

561.00

329219

Topsoil Borrow (LV)

6

CU YD

$

20.00 $

120.00 $

65.00 $

390.00

329219

Turf Establishment

76

SQ YD

$

10.00 $

760.00 $

16.00 $

1,216.00

$

14,642.50

TOTAL BID

$

5

8,755.00
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Request for Council Action
Date:

June 4, 2020

To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council
Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle,
Tim Johnson, and Marc Demers

Cc:

File

From:

Steve Emery, P.E.

RE:

MNDOT Local Partnership Program

Background:
The MNDOT Local Partnership Program (LPP) was created to provide statewide transportation
partnership opportunities with local agencies to provide funding for projects which deliver a benefit to
both the local community and the Trunk Highway System. These funds are intended to pay for a portion
of the Trunk Highway eligible construction costs of the project. This program will not cover project
design, however it will cover construction engineering costs which would include construction
observation, construction staking and materials testing.
The purpose of the LPP program is to address issues on the Trunk Highway System that are of concern to
local agencies, but do not meet a pavement preservation, highway safety, mobility or other metrics the
district utilizes to selects its projects in the regular MNDOT Road Program.
With this program I proposed to Jason Stordahl we look at doing some work on Demers Ave from the
Sorlie Bridge to 4th Street (Business Hwy 2) and then on Business Highway 2 from Demers Ave to 3rd Ave
NE and submitted a request to our MNDOT District Office.
The project which was submitted to MNDOT for consideration included the following Scope of Work:
1.) Complete a 2” Bituminous Mill and Overlay adjacent to the Sorlie Bridge.
2.) Remove existing stamped concrete crosswalks and replace with 9” concrete
pavement. Crosswalks would then be striped. A majority of the stamped crosswalks in the
corridor are breaking up and need to be replaced. With the new ADA requirements, Stamped
Concrete crosswalks would not be recommended thus the justification of replacing with
concrete pavement and then striping.
3.) Complete a 2” Bituminous Mill and Overlay just south of Demers Ave on Business Highway 2.
4.) Remove and Replace sidewalk and Brick Pavers on the west side of Business Highway 2 as a lot
of this sidewalk is broke up and or the existing cross slopes do not meet ADA
requirements. Furthermore, the curb ramps at Demers and 4th St NW and 4th St NW and 3rd Ave

6

NW were replaced 3-4 years ago and are up to current ADA Standards and would therefore be
beneficial to replace the sidewalk and Brick Pavers to bring the entire corridor into ADA
compliance.
5.) Misc pavement and curb and gutter replacement.
I did receive an e-mail from MNDOT stating they would pay for 100% of the construction cost and
staking and inspection. Therefore, estimated project costs are as follows:
Estimated Project Costs:
Construction:
Plans and Specifications (12%)
Staking and Inspection (10%)
Contingencies (10%)
Administration and Legal (3%)
Total Project Cost

$215,555.00
$ 25,866.60
$ 21,555.50
$ 21,555.50
$ 6,466.65
$290,999.25

Funding
Local Partnership Program:
State Aid Allocation / Maint Funds:
Total Funding

$237,110.50 (100% Const Cost & Staking and Inspection)
$ 53,888.75
$290,999.25

Recommendation:
Authorize WSN to Prepare Plans and Specifications
Enclosures:
Engineers Estimate of Cost
Proposed Project Area Map
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ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE OF COST
Demers Ave & Bus Hwy No. 2 - Misc Street & SW Improvements
Local Partnership Program
East Grand Forks, Mn
5/7/2020

ITEM NO.

DESCRIPTION

UNIT

QUANTITY

LUMP SUM
LIN FT

1
65

$

20.00

REMOVE PAVEMENT

SQ YD

36

$

65.00

$2,340.00

2104.504

REMOVE STAMPED CONCRETE CROSSWALK

SQ YD

425

$

50.00

$21,250.00

2104.504

REMOVE CONCRETE DRIVEWAY

SQ YD

29

$

50.00

$1,450.00

2104.504

REMOVE CONCRETE WALK

SQ FT

2,410

$

3.00

$7,230.00

2021.501

MOBILIZATION

2104.503

REMOVE CONCRETE CURB & GUTTER

2104.504

UNIT PRICE
$15,000.00

TOTAL AMOUNT
$15,000.00
$1,300.00

2104.504

REMOVE BRICK PAVERS

SQ FT

905

$

2.00

$1,810.00

2232.504

MILL BITUMINOUS SURFACE (2.0")

SQ YD

1,036

$

7.00

$7,252.00
$63,750.00

2301.504

CONCRETE PAVEMENT 9.0"

SQ YD

425

$

150.00

2301.604

PAVEMENT (SPECIAL)

SQ YD

36

$

150.00

$5,400.00

2360.509

TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING COARSE MIXTURE 2B

TON

125

$

150.00

$18,750.00

2521.518

4" CONCRETE SIDEWALK

SQ FT

2,132

$

9.00

$19,188.00

2521.518

CONCRERTE BRICK PAVERS

SQ FT

1,132

$

15.00

$16,980.00

2531.504

7" CONCRETE DRIVEWAY

$

100.00

$2,900.00

CONCRETE CURB & GUTTER

SQ YD
LIN FT

29

2531.603

65

$

65.00

$4,225.00

2563.601

TRAFFIC CONTROL

2582.518

CROSSWALK PREFORM TAPE GROUND IN
ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION TOTAL =

LUMP SUM

1

$

15,000.00

$15,000.00

SQ FT

510

$

23.00

$11,730.00
$215,555.00

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS (12%)

$25,866.60

STAKING AND INSPECTION (10%)

$21,555.50

CONTINGENCIES (10%)

$21,555.50

ADMINISTRATION AND LEGAL (3%)

$6,466.65

TOTAL PROJECT COST

$290,999.25
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Request for Council Action
Date: June 9, 2020
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Vice
President Chad Grassel, Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle, Tim
Johnson, and Marc DeMers.

Cc:

File

From: Reid Huttunen, Parks & Recreation
RE:

Survey results from 2nd online survey for Parks & Recreation Facility Planning

Background:
The 2nd online survey window has closed, with a total of 443 respondents. Included in this packet is a summary of survey
results and additional entry comments (final pages with individual respondent address and contact information redacted)
made throughout the survey period for your review.
Questions include in this survey were the following:
Where does the respondent reside?
Which age group is the respondent in and which user group do they fall within?
How often do they use the current facilities?
Do they think they would use them more or less often with improvement?
Do they think EGF should have year-round ice or ice installed in August?
Do they support the idea of a 1% Sales tax increase to fund improvements?
Would they like to see EGF host more youth sport tournaments?
And, finally they were given a priority ranking list for various areas of improvement being considered within each
of the following facilities:
o Baseball Fields
o Multi-purpose facility
o Civic Center
o VFW Arena
o Blue Line Arena
When reviewing the priority ranking list, the weighted score shows the highest number as the item selected as
the area of highest priority for the respondents.
At the June 9 work session, I will provide an even further detailed presentation which takes a more in-depth review of the
ranked priority of projects for various demographic groups; such as
what do ice sport respondents feel is most important for arenas?
What do field sports feel is most important for ball field improvements?
And how do these compare to the priority of spectators/fans for each facility?
Discussion:
With the survey results available to us, how would the City Council like to see the listed priorities included in planning for
facility improvements?

11

Our timeline for planning going forward will include using all the information gathered through community feedback to
date and prepare an amended Feasibility Study and Master Plan for facility improvements. Our goal is to have a draft of
the report for presentation at the July 14 City Council Work Session.
Enclosure:
Report of Survey Results
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q1 Do you live within East Grand Forks city limits?
Answered: 443

Skipped: 0

Yes

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

87.36%

387

No

12.64%

56

TOTAL

443
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q2 What is your age
Answered: 443

Skipped: 0

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Under 18

0.68%

3

18-24

3.84%

17

25-34

18.28%

81

35-44

38.60%

171

45-54

23.02%

102

55-64

11.06%

49

65+

4.51%

20

TOTAL

443
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q3 What is your gender? (optional)
Answered: 438

Skipped: 5

Female

Male

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Female

51.60%

226

Male

48.40%

212

TOTAL

438
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q4 Do you support a 1% sales tax increase to pay for EGF Parks and
Recreation facilities improvements?
Answered: 443

Skipped: 0

Yes

No

Maybe

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

53.05%

235

No

21.67%

96

Maybe

25.28%

112

TOTAL

443
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q5 How often do you currently use East Grand Forks Parks and
Recreation facilites?
Answered: 428

Skipped: 15

Less than once
a month

Once a month

Once a week

Multiple times
a week

Never

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Less than once a month

22.20%

95

Once a month

11.45%

49

Once a week

13.79%

59

Multiple times a week

41.59%

178

Never

10.98%

47

TOTAL

428
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q6 With improvements, would you use East Grand Forks Parks and
Recreation facilities more often?
Answered: 428

Skipped: 15

Yes

No

Maybe

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

35.05%

150

No

32.71%

140

Maybe

32.24%

138

TOTAL

428
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q7 Should East Grand Forks have ice available year-round?
Answered: 429

Skipped: 14

Yes

No

Don't care

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

45.22%

194

No

31.24%

134

Don't care

23.54%

101

TOTAL

429
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q8 Should East Grand Forks have ice available beginning in August?
Answered: 429

Skipped: 14

Yes

No

Don't care

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

51.28%

220

No

24.48%

105

Don't care

24.24%

104

TOTAL

429
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q9 Should East Grand Forks host more youth sports tournaments?
Answered: 429

Skipped: 14

Yes

No

Don't care

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

68.76%

295

No

12.59%

54

Don't care

18.65%

80

TOTAL

429
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q10 How do you or how would you use an East Grand Forks arena or
multi-use facility? (Check all that apply)
Answered: 392

Skipped: 51

Ice Hockey

Figure Skating
Recreational
Skating
Indoor Turf
Sports
Soccer

Lacrosse

Baseball

Softball

Flag Football

Wrestling

Spectator/Fan
Business
Sponsor/Vendor
Coach
Oﬃcial/refere
e
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2
ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Ice Hockey

54.34%

213

Figure Skating

19.64%

77

Recreational Skating

43.37%

170

Indoor Turf Sports

30.61%

120

Soccer

27.55%

108

Lacrosse

8.93%

35

Baseball

35.71%

140

Softball

22.96%

90

Flag Football

20.41%

80

Wrestling

8.93%

35

Spectator/Fan

63.78%

250

Business Sponsor/Vendor

13.01%

51

Coach

19.39%

76

Official/referee

7.65%

30

Total Respondents: 392
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q11 When considering the East Grand Forks ball fields, how important
are the following items to you?
Answered: 415

Two baseball
ﬁelds with...

Covered
grandstand f...

Onsite
changing spa...

Replacing
grass playin...
24
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Skipped: 28

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Improved
drainage on...

Renovated
restroom and...

Improved
parking and...

0%

10%

20%

Not important at all
Very important

30%

40%

50%

Not so important
Extremely important
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60%

70%

80%

Somewhat important

90% 100%

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2
NOT
IMPORTANT
AT ALL

NOT SO
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

VERY
IMPORTANT

EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT

TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

Two baseball fields with
lighting on each field

15.94%
66

17.39%
72

35.27%
146

24.15%
100

7.25%
30

414

2.89

Covered grandstand for
spectator seating

19.08%
79

21.98%
91

35.02%
145

16.18%
67

7.73%
32

414

2.71

Onsite changing spaces
for competing teams

17.59%
73

22.41%
93

32.53%
135

20.96%
87

6.51%
27

415

2.76

Replacing grass playing
surfaces with turf

34.46%
143

30.12%
125

22.65%
94

8.92%
37

3.86%
16

415

2.18

Improved drainage on
grass fields

13.53%
56

11.59%
48

33.33%
138

29.95%
124

11.59%
48

414

3.14

Renovated restroom and
concession areas with
picnic area view to each
field

13.73%
57

15.42%
64

34.46%
143

26.51%
110

9.88%
41

415

3.03

Improved parking and
access to each field

13.77%
57

15.94%
66

39.13%
162

20.77%
86

10.39%
43

414

2.98

26
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EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Q12 When considering the Civic Center, how important are the following
items to you?
Answered: 410

Two rinks
connected in...

Building
accessibilit...

More and/or
bigger locke...

Parking lot
and sidewalk...
27
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Skipped: 33

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Space for
oﬀ-ice...

Community room
for group...

0%

10%

20%

Not at all important
Very important

30%

40%

50%

Not so important
Extremely important
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60%

70%

80%

Somewhat important

90% 100%

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2
NOT AT ALL
IMPORTANT

NOT SO
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

VERY
IMPORTANT

EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT

24.08%
98

18.43%
75

25.80%
105

19.16%
78

7.80%
32

8.78%
36

26.10%
107

More and/or bigger
locker rooms

17.60%
72

20.05%
82

Parking lot and sidewalk
repair and improvements

12.50%
51

Space for off-ice training,
dry land, and exercise
Community room for
group meetings, private
parties, etc.

Two rinks connected in
the same building
Building accessibility to
include handrails, ease of
access for people of low
mobility or disability, and
access to ice level

TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

12.53%
51

407

2.78

33.41%
137

23.90%
98

410

3.57

27.87%
114

19.56%
80

14.91%
61

409

2.94

15.20%
62

35.05%
143

24.26%
99

12.99%
53

408

3.10

18.05%
74

14.39%
59

30.24%
124

25.61%
105

11.71%
48

410

2.99

19.51%
80

21.22%
87

32.44%
133

17.32%
71

9.51%
39

410

2.76
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Q13 When considering the VFW Arena, how important are the following
items to you?
Answered: 402

Replacement of
ice plant to...

Parking lot
expansion to...

Repair roof
leaks, peeli...

Larger public
restrooms
30
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connected in...
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NOT AT ALL
IMPORTANT

NOT SO
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

VERY
IMPOORTANT

EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT

Replacement of ice
plant to have it remain
an ice arena

15.04%
60

14.79%
59

27.07%
108

23.81%
95

Parking lot expansion
to include better access
to VFW & Blue Line
arenas

16.42%
66

12.19%
49

26.37%
106

8.48%
34

4.49%
18

15.25%
61

Space for off-ice
training, dryland, and
community exercise
Two rinks connected in
the same building

Repair roof leaks,
peeling interior paint,
and exterior drainage
issues
Larger public restrooms

TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

19.30%
77

399

3.18

25.62%
103

19.40%
78

402

3.19

23.94%
96

41.65%
167

21.45%
86

401

3.63

20.25%
81

35.00%
140

18.75%
75

10.75%
43

400

2.90

16.83%
67

16.33%
65

32.41%
129

22.61%
90

11.81%
47

398

2.96

25.75%
103

26.25%
105

22.50%
90

16.25%
65

9.25%
37

400

2.57

32
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Q14 When considering the Blue Line Arena, how important are the
following items to you?
Answered: 400

Locker room
size

Parking lot
and sidewalk...

Improved view
of playing a...

Warmer arena
space for mo...
33

21 / 47

Skipped: 43

EGF Parks and Rec - Survey 2

Improved
building...
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NOT AT ALL
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SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

VERY
IMPORTANT

EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT

23.12%
92

24.37%
97

29.40%
117

15.33%
61

Parking lot and sidewalk
improvements

17.79%
71

14.29%
57

33.33%
133

Improved view of playing
area from warm spaces

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

Warmer arena space for
more comfortable
viewing

16.25%
65

Improved building
aesthetics and sight lines
from viewing areas to ice
surfaces

19.25%
77

Locker room size

TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

7.79%
31

398

2.60

22.56%
90

12.03%
48

399

2.97

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0

0.00

11.25%
45

31.25%
125

21.00%
84

20.25%
81

400

3.18

16.25%
65

30.75%
123

19.50%
78

14.25%
57

400

2.93

34
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Q15 When considering a multi-purpose turf facility, how important are the
following items to you?
Answered: 395

Year-round
access to...

Spring/summer
seasonal acc...

Year-round
access to a...

Exercise space
to include...
35
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TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

Year-round access to
multi-purpose exercise
space and turf playing
field

18.23%
72

10.38%
41

29.62%
117

23.80%
94

17.97%
71

395

3.13

Spring/summer seasonal
access to indoor space
and turf playing field
(March through
September)

17.47%
69

10.13%
40

31.65%
125

23.29%
92

17.47%
69

395

3.13

Year-round access to a
space for jogging and
walking in a temperature
controlled facility

12.15%
48

10.63%
42

25.32%
100

27.09%
107

24.81%
98

395

3.42

Exercise space to include
fitness area to lift
weights, use cardio
equipment, etc.

16.24%
64

12.44%
49

26.40%
104

24.37%
96

20.56%
81

394

3.21

36
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Q16 Would you consider paying a fee (either monthly or per use) to use a
multi-purpose center?
Answered: 392

Skipped: 51
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Q17 Is there any additional feedback that you'd like to provide?
Answered: 168

Skipped: 275

38
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#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Please consider all recreational sports including track&field/cross country as there is very
limited places for kids to run in the winter/spring weather. An indoor track and/or possibly a
place to hold indoor track meets would boost so much interest in that sport. My kids have
played all sports in this town (hockey, baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, volleyball, football)
and are older now have picked the sport(s) they love the most. I now have a 4-year-old that will
be coming up in various programs. Please consider a multiuse facility to assist in the training for
soccer, running, tennis. baseball, softball etc. etc. We quit spring soccer many years ago
because honestly I couldn't stand the weather any longer and neither could my kids.

5/28/2020 8:04 AM

2

If any of these happen it needs to be for ALL EGF MN residents not just the ones who go to
public school. I send my kids to Sacred Heart and I pay taxes too! There for it should be for
everyone not just the Greenwave students and family's.

5/27/2020 1:00 PM

3

No

5/27/2020 12:31 PM

4

I feel things are geared to hockey far more than they should be. A family friendly multipurpose
building where people can get together for working out, running, jogging, frisbee, volleyball,
soccer, etc would do far more for the community than another ice rink.

5/25/2020 11:08 PM

5

I like how Grand Forks has open skating indoor free to the public at least once per year. East
Grand Forks is so expensive to live in already we don't need to pay more fees.

5/25/2020 10:15 PM

6

I would like to see more options for children to have areas to play/practice sports when the
weather is unfavorable.

5/25/2020 9:00 PM

7

I was born and raised here, the facilities avail were always top of the line. Upon returning back
to the area, the wear and tear is showing. Improvements for or kid's and families is needed

5/25/2020 5:16 AM

8

Why is it that we have to be like GF? Just let GF be good at having what they have - adding a
1-2% sales tax will just continue to push more people to shop over in GF than EGF. And think
the sales tax will be no big deal with more online shopping, think again. We already have some
stuff shipped to our friends house in ND because we don't support the sales tax that was put on
to pay for the pool or to pay for the transit tax. EGF needs to get out of it's head it can compete
with GF. YOU CANNOT AND WILL NEVER - focus on what you are good at, and leave it at
that. Continuing to tax and tax to get things, is just ridiculous. This goes through, you can be
certain that our household will make sure we do as little business in EGF as we have to.

5/24/2020 11:56 PM

9

We need more tone for recreational skate for the community

5/24/2020 1:14 PM

10

Possibly 3 sheets of ice at Civic....turn vfw into community space. Barron WI does a fabulous
job of community space

5/24/2020 12:39 PM

11

We absolutely do not need turf in this town or all the upgrades listed. We need stores!!!! Dollar
tree, department store etc.

5/24/2020 12:27 PM

12

NA

5/24/2020 11:53 AM

13

Multi-purpose indoor space would be the most beneficial to the most community members
rather than ice-specific improvements.

5/24/2020 11:50 AM

14

I think an EGF fitness center available to the public for a fee would be outstanding especially for
the winter months. An indoor track would be awesome too.

5/24/2020 11:44 AM

15

All of these improvements should of been done over the years so it would not have to be done
& cost so much at one time .

5/24/2020 11:24 AM

16

Ice should be private. Figure skating and hockey folks should pay for the whole thing.

5/23/2020 8:19 PM

17

No

5/20/2020 7:52 PM

18

Let’s invest in our community! If we don’t, who will?!?! Milissa Van Eps

5/20/2020 3:52 PM

19

We the city of egf do NOT need these UPDATES! THIS IS EGF, MN. NOT Mpls area!!

5/20/2020 1:06 PM

20

Improved bike paths (fix cracks, wider, more) Tennis courts outside and ability to do some
playing indoors

5/20/2020 8:52 AM

21

Town has no businesses to support the project. It will end up on the backs of all residents for
certain kids. Let them pay to play

5/19/2020 10:32 AM

39
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22

It would be beneficial for the school district to work with the city to create a space where
preschool and community education could take place.

5/18/2020 9:04 PM

23

No

5/18/2020 6:36 PM

24

Nnmn

5/18/2020 5:28 PM

25

I think just fixing the ice plant in vfw is plenty. No need to build another rink. People are taxed to
the max here and don’t need anymore.

5/18/2020 9:03 AM

26

Instead of doing renovations which then has to bring everything up to code, just start new and
build an Icon Arena. I would pay for that.

5/17/2020 1:31 PM

27

I would like to see a facility that can accommodate all sports. NOT just hockey. What about a
facility for basketball players. The schools are only available if a teacher wants to open it up
and for only a short period of time.

5/15/2020 1:08 PM

28

The original proposal included Greenway improvements to go along with all the hockeyoriented improvements. It's hard to swallow a tax increase that only includes indoor
improvements.

5/15/2020 9:05 AM

29

Extremely important to add heat to Blue Line Arena. Thank you for your efforts.

5/15/2020 6:39 AM

30

Bad year to do much at this time. Fix what needs fixing!

5/14/2020 7:59 PM

31

I think its ridiculous to consider turning the vfw into anything other than a hockey arena. Also
putting a bunch of money into the civic center is bad idea start fundraising for a brand new
building with 3 ice sheets that's what this town really needs it would bring in lots of youth
tournaments to the town that would be beneficial to many people and the city.

5/14/2020 3:14 PM

32

No

5/14/2020 2:56 PM

33

The Civic Center is kind of the face of the community. That building brings more people from
out of town than anything else in the city weather it’s for hockey game, graduations, Arts and
Craft shows, figure skating and many other events. It was at one time the nicest event center in
NW Minnesota. It has more than served its purpose but it needs major upgrades! It’s well over
due to fix it up and make it a great facility again!

5/14/2020 2:37 PM

34

Hockey Rinks are priority

5/14/2020 12:40 PM

35

No

5/14/2020 8:49 AM

36

Keep youth arenas on South end where youth players go to school. Plan for multi-sheet facility
to eventually eliminate blue line sheet so we aren't scrambling to figure it out on the fly when
something major goes wrong there.

5/14/2020 8:45 AM

37

It would be a terrible time right now to increase the local sales tax. I'm glad that is on hold until
next year.

5/13/2020 8:50 PM

38

No

5/13/2020 4:25 PM

39

I hope with Covid19 we lose the momentum for these needs

5/13/2020 3:41 PM

40

In regards to paying a monthly fee to use an excercose space, I would pay a monthly fee for a
24 hr facility

5/13/2020 2:39 PM

41

na

5/13/2020 1:12 PM

42

I support leaving the civic as is - converting the VFW to multiuse Rec facility - abandoning the
blue line and building an icon like facility as a replacement in its place or general location.

5/13/2020 10:57 AM

43

No

5/13/2020 9:18 AM

44

NA

5/13/2020 8:49 AM

45

No

5/13/2020 7:53 AM

46

Baseball fields need improvement and should think about it this year do to no games do to
Covid 19

5/13/2020 5:09 AM

47

No

5/13/2020 1:55 AM
40
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48

Not a good time for these much needed repairs. To many unknowns in the future with the
current situation

5/12/2020 9:53 PM

49

Property tax is too high in the area already. Sales tax increase is doable. Please attract more
retail businesses to town which will increase sales tax revenue to pay for these luxuries.

5/12/2020 8:10 PM

50

Spend money on street repairs and essential services Those that want arenas should pay for
them thru fees or fundraising Why is the city in business of losing money. If arena is a great
idea then some one or some business should take it over and make money at it or don’t have
arenas. So tired of the city spending money on losing money projects that only benefit a few.
Just like outdoor pool. Waste of money for a few.

5/12/2020 8:08 PM

51

Keep up the good work!

5/12/2020 6:55 PM

52

The water & light bills should more than cover residents "memberships". You already have a
monopoly and are already overcharging residents for basic utilities.

5/12/2020 2:37 PM

53

Include a space for a wrestling.

5/12/2020 12:33 PM

54

I’d really like to see Stauss Park get a much needed face lift. I drive by it nearly every day and
see all the use it gets. Would be nice to get those players some much needed improvements. I
also would love a recreational center in EGF. The high school track is great but to have weights
available to the public would be great as well! Anytime Fitness (while very valuable to our
community) is small and they don’t have everything one needs. I am indifferent when it comes
to hockey but I am an East Grand Forks grad and hockey alum so I will support in anyway I
can. I do like the ideas that are being proposed. Especially a face lift for the Blue Line and the
VFW/Blue Line parking lots.

5/12/2020 11:33 AM

55

I feel EGF needs more then 3 arenas. Also with the amount of people on the south end of town
I don't believe you can get by with only the BLC arena. I am for having a multi purpose indoor
facility but I don't think it should come at the expense of one of the ice arenas.

5/12/2020 11:05 AM

56

Please...if nothing else, make the parking lot at the Blue Line/VFW a connection to another
road so there is more than one way in and out.

5/12/2020 10:23 AM

57

Indoor pool

5/12/2020 10:15 AM

58

no

5/12/2020 9:45 AM

59

I do not want to see millions of dollars put into an old building that will still be an old building. I
would rather see the city put together a plan and build a brand new facility in 5-10 years that
would include two sheets of ice. You could put millions into the Civic Center but you are still
going to have an old building that will need to be replaced in the not so distant future.

5/12/2020 9:34 AM

60

No

5/12/2020 9:32 AM

61

I support replacing the ice making system. I'm not in favor of expanding the scope of these
buildings. I'm still not happy with how the EGF senior high building and turf were handled.
Especially the "loss" (thrown in trash) of the band instruments.

5/12/2020 9:21 AM

62

Seperate hockey from the indoor training facility. Indoor facility would be great for many sports,
but this town is so focused on hockey. If the whole town is expected to pay for hockey facilities,
at least make more than 2 hours of rec skating a week.

5/12/2020 8:44 AM

63

Add another rink. Don't get rid of the ones we already have. Hockey as well as many other
sports are growing. Plus an indoor area would be beneficial for kids sports. I'm all for the sales
tax to make our facilities the best they can be.

5/12/2020 8:27 AM

64

N/A

5/12/2020 8:15 AM

65

My son is a wrestler and I would love to see a better space for these kids to practice. It is kinda
degrading having these kids practice in a barn smelling historical building. It tells me wrestling
isnt a valued sport. And I get that it isnt for everybody but neither is hockey.

5/12/2020 7:37 AM

66

Due to the various building issues with the VFW anyways, I think it makes the most sense to
tear down the VFW and replace it with a rink housing 2 sheets of ice. Since the Blue Line arena
is a smaller sheet of ice and is so cold that no one wants to play/practice there, turn that into
the indoor multi-use facility. Then re-pave the Civic Center parking lot and make minimal
updates as necessary to the arena.

5/12/2020 7:13 AM

41
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67

no

5/12/2020 5:58 AM

68

Please include a dedicated wrestling space

5/12/2020 5:40 AM

69

Stop spending money that's not there

5/12/2020 4:44 AM

70

We need jobs not sports

5/12/2020 2:49 AM

71

Property taxes are out of control , figure out how to lower them ! I own 2homes in this city and
the valuations are more the homes are appraised for ! Ridiculous!

5/12/2020 12:18 AM

72

A two mat wrestling room needs to be included as the EGF program is growing very quickly and
eventually this could also be used for a reinstated high school program.

5/11/2020 11:52 PM

73

All sports considered not just hockey or make hockey available to more kids.

5/11/2020 11:49 PM

74

The fee would be fine assuming it’s optional for people who don’t use it. Also who will be the
project manager?

5/11/2020 10:55 PM

75

Look harder into building a new multi sheet ice arena in a few yrs, rather than spend so much
on 40 yr old buildings. I don't support funding so much for temporary fixes again. Spend what
needs to keep the current compressors going until a new plan is thought through, donations,
naming rights, & other money options are known. Get realistic estimates. Add to the survey of
support for a new facility.

5/11/2020 10:14 PM

76

Need to look at how to fix what needs to be fixed and most economical way to do it at this point.
Unless there is pandemic money available community doesn’t have extra funds for this

5/11/2020 10:06 PM

77

No

5/11/2020 9:51 PM

78

No

5/11/2020 9:34 PM

79

Are Sacred Heart students going to have the same access to these facilities as the public
school students?

5/11/2020 9:26 PM

80

If Blue Line is to be continue to be used there has to better seating for spectators and parents.
Was not enjoyable being in that arena.

5/11/2020 9:22 PM

81

There needs to be a decent ice sheet on the Point - again please consider something like
Grand Forks did with the ICON. Improve the Civic and keep that as your main ice-sheet (high
school and other big events) but make something on the south side that the youth players can
play games and practice on. I am not in favor of replacing the refrigeration of the V as I believe
that is a waste of money - repurpose it. However, there has to be something built on the south
end.

5/11/2020 9:22 PM

82

I would appreciate it if you gave the youth wrestling program a room.

5/11/2020 9:21 PM

83

We need to bring back wrestling! It’s growing so fast as a sport and it’s bringing more kids and
parents together more now then ever, business are even acknowledging the growing numbers
and the positive vibes and results from this sport please help bring wrestling back to EGF!

5/11/2020 9:04 PM

84

The boys need a space for Wrestling

5/11/2020 9:00 PM

85

Hold off until at least 2022 before considering an sales and or property tax increase. There may
not be community sporting events as in the past. Will social distancing allow the public pool to
open in 2020? There are too many unknown factors to be making long range decisions right
now.

5/11/2020 8:32 PM

86

No

5/11/2020 8:17 PM

87

NO

5/11/2020 8:09 PM

88

There seems to be a lot of emphasis on hockey. And none for wrestling. In my neighborhood
alone, there is a top 3 state youth wrestling placer, and a state youth wrestling champion. The
East Grand Forks youth wrestling club has an exceptional coaching staff as well as all round
great kids. They work hard every year without any support from East Grand Forks parks and
rec. It would be good to see these kids get some type of facilitation for the sport they work so
hard in and love.

5/11/2020 7:35 PM

89

A multi purpose indoor turf facility far outweighs ice hockey arena’s in my opinion. The
community needs more athletic diversity year round.

5/11/2020 7:18 PM

42
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90

None

5/11/2020 6:33 PM

91

Need to reevaluate multi sports arena to include all sports (basketball, indoor batting cages,
etc). This effort appears hockey focused and doesn't appeal to much else

5/11/2020 6:29 PM

92

I feel like there needs to be a third option of building a new facility entirely. I don’t know if this
has been discussed, but hearing some proposals of costs of these initial projects, it seems like
looking into an entirely new additional facility could be a possibility. Especially if a community
center aspect is something that is being discussed.

5/11/2020 6:19 PM

93

The City is spending too much money on these facilities. they need to spend the money more
wisely, especially in this day and age with the Pandemic.

5/11/2020 5:01 PM

94

na

5/11/2020 4:52 PM

95

Upgrade the cooling systems in all arenas for ice making, and upgrading the heat for spectators
in the Blue line arena would be number one to get done.

5/11/2020 4:51 PM

96

I am not for any sales tax or general tax increases. I am for planning. All facilities and spaces
need to have a plan which includes corrective, preventive, risk-based, and condition based
maintenance plans that estimate costs into the future. Know your entire system prior to
expanding your system. Know your immediate risks due to prior projects not following or
fulfilling current regulations or maintenance requirements. Know what must be corrected and
what may be a liability. Extend this into the future see if we can afford what we have, I think
based on what I see we could not even support what we have with our current tax base much
less expand what we have. This City Council and Administration has not right to implement a
tax which future generations will be responsible for, if can't be paid off in five years we should
we do it. In light of where this economy may go due to the impact of COVID-19 this may not be
the right time.

5/11/2020 4:51 PM

97

We are in desperate need for a place to hold sports acceleration programs as well as wrestling
practices. A multi-purpose area would serve both needs.

5/11/2020 4:42 PM

98

Wasn’t Altru supposed to pay for turf to be put in? Why isn’t that put in place yet?

5/11/2020 4:38 PM

99

no

5/11/2020 4:36 PM

100

Thank you for everything you do or our community!

5/11/2020 4:32 PM

101

Unless this is all covered by the sales tax revenue or private donations I feel that everything
listed needs to remain as wants and not needs. The citizens of EGF already had the school
referendum jammed down our throats with a 20 year additional tax, we can't afford anymore
taxes on this side of the river.

5/11/2020 4:29 PM

102

How about Horseshoe pits for summer teams

5/11/2020 4:21 PM

103

Plant at VFW not important if building changed to multi-purpose.

5/11/2020 4:10 PM

104

No increased or new taxes - too much already!

5/11/2020 4:09 PM

105

Businesses and outside shoppers should not be expected to be the only source of the tax
collecting. Some should fall to the schools supporting the sports. It will take forever w/ the
existing businesses still remaining, not to mention the ones that may close and not re-open at
thispoint

5/11/2020 4:08 PM

106

I currently go to achieve to use their equipment but I'd change over to EGF if they had a nice
facility with updated equipment.

5/11/2020 4:07 PM

107

None.

5/11/2020 4:04 PM

108

Given the destruction of the economy due to Co vid 19 this needs to be reconsidered until there
has been a rebound to a more normal financial condition

5/11/2020 3:56 PM

109

Taxes should not be above 7%. Bring in more businesses and increase revenue collected that
way, not taxing what we already have more. It'll kill all of our local businesses and prevent other
businesses from moving in.

5/11/2020 3:55 PM

110

At this time, our money should be spent saving EGF and its businesses.

5/11/2020 3:54 PM

111

It’s not always about hockey. It’s always about ice, rinks and getting those tournaments here.
Think how the average person would benefit from improvements-not just hockey families.

5/11/2020 3:44 PM

43
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112

no

5/11/2020 3:43 PM

113

Build a 4th sheet of ice but get the community involved asking for donations and do not use the
architect company that put the bid together as their pricing is significantly higher than actual
costs. Also if you were to add on to the blue line on the east side you could build more locker
rooms and also add a heated viewing area above the locker rooms for the cost of supplies if the
community came in to help build. The VFW you could also do the same or you could figure a
way to connect the 2 buildings you could have new shared locker rooms, shared concessions,
and shared Zamboni and rink attendants.

5/11/2020 3:43 PM

114

Turf is a must, for teams to remain competitive with the Fargo area.

5/11/2020 3:40 PM

115

There are people who participate in other sports besides Hockey and Figure Skating in this
town. There historically has been a strong soccer community, GF area is lacking an indoor
soccer facility. HPC at UND has not been friendly to soccer use.. Maybe there should be an
effort to get an GF area arena football team (Bismarck has one) or Junior hockey team to call
one of our arenas home as an additional revenue source for the arenas and also generate a
little excitement about them

5/11/2020 3:39 PM

116

Let's plan steady maintenance for all these improvements.

5/11/2020 3:33 PM

117

EGF sales tax is high already, do not need to increase the rate.

5/11/2020 3:32 PM

118

Sick of everything going to baseball. Need softball fields with restrooms

5/11/2020 3:29 PM

119

I would like to see grants being applied for to help with cost and also fund raising instead of just
always jumping to taxing the community to pay for the improvements.

5/11/2020 3:23 PM

120

Make the ice facilities private and let hockey and figure skating family's pay for the whole thing.

5/11/2020 3:19 PM

121

Think about need rather than want. If people want something then they can pay for it. Also this
survey is not a big enough sample size of the population to be used as a benchmark.

5/11/2020 3:19 PM

122

I’m a big fan of year round ice if possible. Love the VFW as a rink over the BLC

5/11/2020 3:12 PM

123

Although there are many in EGF associated with hockey, please keep in mind that there are
just as many that are not. Be sure to focus on all activities fairly/equally when making decisions.

5/11/2020 3:09 PM

124

no

5/11/2020 2:57 PM

125

No

5/11/2020 2:56 PM

126

I personally would rather see the Blue Line become a turf or multi-purpose arena and keep the
VFW as ice. The Blue Line is so cold and not idea for viewing or watching games.

5/11/2020 2:52 PM

127

No

5/11/2020 2:46 PM

128

No

5/11/2020 2:39 PM

129

In EGF we don't need year-round ice. Our kids need to be multiple sport athletes. I think we
need two arenas at the civic with better locker rooms to host more events. The VFW should be
converted into a multi-purpose building so it will allow more residents to use the facility. The
Blue Line needs more heat and better lockers. If turf isn't put on at least one of the Baseball
fields, then drainage improvements are needed. Better backstops also are a priority to keep
more balls from going into the field by the beet plant.

5/11/2020 2:20 PM

130

Keep the VFW as an ice arena and use the blue line arena as the sports complex.

5/11/2020 2:14 PM

131

None at this time.

5/11/2020 2:07 PM

132

Recently we have had a lot of athletes making it to the next level after High School whether that
be college or junior teams. That is what drives this town is seeing the success of these young
kids, so why not invest into them!

5/11/2020 2:05 PM

133

Thank you for all you do for our families!

5/11/2020 2:02 PM

134

NA

5/11/2020 1:59 PM

135

I honestly have no idea when it comes to the wants and needs of our baseball program, so just
like hockey I would support whats best for the program and trust the people who are experts in
that area to make the right decisions as for what we need.

5/11/2020 1:54 PM
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136

If sales tax raises it should be available for free use for residents with privledges that can be
taken away with not following specific rules of the access

5/11/2020 1:51 PM

137

No

5/11/2020 1:50 PM

138

No

5/11/2020 1:50 PM

139

A lot of the questions caused me to have questions of my own. Questions that asked about
rooms for meeting/gathers, Hosting events, etc. I’m in favor of supporting the addition or
Renovation of anything so long as there is a plan to use that space to either make money or
service the general public/players better. I am still not in favor of finding these projects via a
local sales tax increase. I still suggest find one or more corporate sponsors as I have heard
from multiple small town business owns and agree with their concerns of another sales tax
Increase. EGF already has trouble retaining businesses. Maybe consider turning Shopko into a
multi use facility being that location is Currently difficult to find a tenant for and would almost
surely be impossible to fill if another 1% tax is added on the east side of the river.

5/11/2020 1:50 PM

140

A soccer stadium and to work with Grand Forks Soccer to build more of a competitive area for
soccer

5/11/2020 1:49 PM

141

EGf needs more arenas. When you go to other cities the civic center doesn’t even compare to
the others, most arenas now have at least 2 ice sheets. The locker rooms at the civic center are
disgusting.

5/11/2020 1:43 PM

142

No

5/11/2020 1:43 PM

143

No

5/11/2020 1:42 PM

144

Not at this time

5/11/2020 1:42 PM

145

No

5/11/2020 1:41 PM

146

Why are we so focused on ice and ice arenas? They is more to this town than just hockey. Why
dont we focus on family activities, young children play place or indoor areas. Hockey is not
everything. Let's focus on other sports as well.

5/11/2020 1:41 PM

147

Don’t raise property taxes to pay for this. They’re too high the way it is!

5/11/2020 1:40 PM

148

No additional feedback

5/11/2020 1:40 PM

149

A wrestling room would be a great addition to the VFW arena. We would be able to expand on
what we currently offer in our youth program. Our Highschool program that is co-oped with red
river could definitely use a better facility. There will be increased participation from EGF
students at the junior high and varsity levels in the next few years, so it would be great to see a
wrestling facility that is on par with the rest of our athletic programs in the community.

5/11/2020 1:40 PM

150

Are you sure we really need a indoor workout/training building? Most the East Side people go
to GF for this. I don't think you'll have enough people to use it or access it. Just fix the baseball
fields and arenas. They are used so much by all levels of ages from 4yrs-18yrs of age. We
might be biting off more than the city can handle. Fix what we have.

5/11/2020 1:39 PM

151

No

5/11/2020 1:37 PM

152

This shouldn’t fall on our EGF businesses/shoppers. We already have a larger sales tax
(8.25%) compared to Grand Forks (6.75%). Why would anyone shop in EGF if we continue to
raise the sales tax? They improvements should come from fundraising and donations made.

5/11/2020 1:35 PM

153

The city of egf has very little open access to a multi use facility. The taxes in egf are high. The
taxes should support the facility open to the tax payers for walking and exercise as well as an
ice rink. I think of Roseau for example they have a great facility for public use. Also I lived in trf
for years and the open access to open hockey was abundant . Egf has none . We have arenas
that sit unused and no open ice for kids. It shocks me here the comparison for lack of open ice
and a general Use of workout and training facilities. Egf has none and such poor access. I
would love to see a better multi use facility but access is a huge issue. What good is it if it can’t
be used or access Trf has open hockey for all ages each weekend for 6 hours sat and Sunday
and free access to the Ralph training facilities! Egf does not have any opportunities for usage.
We lock them up and keep them closed. I have no issues with taxes If the facilities are useful.

5/11/2020 1:34 PM

154

no

5/11/2020 1:32 PM
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155

Our town does not have enough businesses to make enough sales tax to cover this huge
expense. Not to mention it makes it harder for them if our tax is higher than grand forks

5/11/2020 1:29 PM

156

I’m a former resident of EGF and coached baseball, hockey and football!! Kevin Nunn

5/11/2020 1:29 PM

157

You would want to control access to indoor track/weight area to EGF residents only.

5/11/2020 1:25 PM

158

Would be nice if considering a multi faculty and indoor playground for younger kids

5/11/2020 1:24 PM

159

Ice sports participation needs to be user paid....you want ice? Pay for it yourself!

5/11/2020 1:24 PM

160

None

5/11/2020 1:23 PM

161

Change BlueLine into a multiply purpose arena. The hockey locker rooms in the civic should be
torn down and made brand new when adding the new rink. Make the baseball field something
special like the high school football field.

5/11/2020 1:23 PM

162

Stop wasting money

5/11/2020 1:22 PM

163

We need an outdoor rink on the south end of town. lets talk about that, or the blue line should
be open for hockey and open skating.

5/11/2020 1:22 PM

164

I think it’s a huge waste of money and Judd Stauss should fund his own agenda

5/11/2020 1:21 PM

165

These improvements will only better our community! Thank you for all your efforts.

5/11/2020 1:20 PM

166

The Blue Line Arena is terrible. I think you should demolish it and add on to the other two
arenas. You could use the space for parking. Parking at that complex is also a nightmare.

5/11/2020 1:19 PM

167

N/A

5/11/2020 1:18 PM

168

The city needs another sheet of ice, not a different sheet

5/11/2020 1:18 PM
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Request for Council Action
Date: May 26th, 2020
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council
Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Tim Johnson, Tim Riopelle,
Dale Helms, and Marc DeMers..

Cc:

File

From: David Murphy, City Administrator
RE:

Charter Commission Revisions.

Background
The Charter Commission has completed the revision and updating of the City’s Charter and has put many,
many hours and meetings into the development of this document. A red-lined version of the document
with the changes made is included with this packet.
I recommend that you review the document and bring any questions you may have to the meeting. The
Council Representatives on the Committee along with several of the Committee members from the public
and City Attorney will be logged in to the meeting to answer questions the Council may have.
Once the Council has had the opportunity to weigh in on the revisions, the charter will be put before the
public for a vote to approve the changes.
Action
Discussion and Direction on the revisions.
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City Charter for East Grand Forks, Minnesota—Revised November 19972020
Chapter I - Name, Boundaries and Powers
Section 1.01 Name and Boundaries.
The City of East Grand Forks in the County of Polk and State of Minnesota, shall, upon the taking effect of this charter,
continue to be a municipal corporation under the name and style of the City of East Grand Forks, with the same
boundaries as now are or hereafter may be established.
Section 1.02 Powers of the City
The City shall have all powers which it may now or hereafter be possible for a municipal corporation in this state to
exercise in harmony with the constitution of this state and of the United States. It is the intention of this charter that
every power which the people of the City of East Grand Forks might lawfully confer upon themselves, as a municipal
corporation, by specific enumeration in this charter shall be deemed to have been so conferred by the provisions of this
section. This charter shall be construed liberally in favor of the city, and specific mention of particular powers in the
charter shall not be construed as limiting in any way the generality of the power herein sought to be conferred.
Chapter II - Form of Government
Section 2.01 Form of Government.
The municipal government provided by this charter shall be known as the Mayor-Council plan of government. Subject
only to the limitations imposed by the constitution Constitution or statutes Statutes of the State of Minnesota and by this
charter, all powers of the city except as otherwise provided in this charter shall be vested in a mayor Mayor and elective
councilCouncil, hereinafter referred to as “the council”, which shall enact local legislation, adopt budgets and determine
policies. The council may create or alter such departments, divisions, bureaus, commissions and boards for the
administration of the city’s affairs as it may deem necessary for efficient government, . and from time to time may alter
the power and organization of such departments, divisions, bureaus, commissions and boards as the council may create.
Section 2.02 Wards.
The city shall be divided into five (5) wards, and existing wards and ward boundaries shall continue until such time as
they may be changed as herein provided. The council may by ordinance increase or decrease the number of wards in the
city. In the event the council should increase or decrease the number of wards, the number of ward aldermencouncil
members to be elected, as provided in Section 2.03 of this charter, shall be increased or decreased by the same number.
Subdivision 1.
The council shall by resolution redefine and rearrange the ward boundaries so that the wards shall be as equal in
population as practicable and each ward shall be composed of compact, contiguous territory. Each councilmancouncil
member shall be a resident of the ward from which they are elected, but a change in ward boundaries does not disqualify
a councilmancouncil member from serving the remainder of histheir term.
Subdivision 2.
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The council by resolution may redefine ward boundaries after any regular municipal election. Within six months after the
official certification of each federal decennial or special census the council shall either confirm the existing ward
boundaries as conforming to the standards of subdivision 1 or redefine ward boundaries to those standards. Any
resolution establishing new ward boundaries shall apply to the first election held at least ninety (90) days after adoption
of the resolution. If the council fails to take either action within the time required, no further compensation shall be paid
to the mayor or councilmencouncil members until the wards of the city are redefined as required by this charter.
Section 2.03. Elective Officers and Elections.
The elective officers of the city shall be one Mayor, one ward council member elected from each ward in the city, and
two council members elected from the city at large. Each ward council member shall be a resident of the ward from
which they are elected and shall serve a term of four (4) years and until their successor is elected and qualified, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter. Each council member-at-large shall be a resident of the city and shall serve a term of
four (4) years and until their successor is elected and qualified, except as provided in this chapter. The Mayor shall be a
resident of the city, serve a four (4) year term, and serve until a successor is elected and qualified, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter. Council members from the even-numbered wards, an “At Large” council member and the
Mayor shall be elected in the presidential election year. Council members from the odd numbered wards and an “At
Large” council member shall be elected in the midterm election years, ( nonpresidential election year).
The elective officers of the city shall be one mayor, one ward alderman elected from each ward in the city, and two
aldermen elected from the city at large. Each ward alderman shall be a resident of the ward from which they are elected
and shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until his successor is elected and qualifies, except as provided in this
section. Each alderman-at-large shall be a resident of the city and shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until his
successor is elected and qualifies, except as provided in this section. At the first election held after adoption of this
charter, the three (3) aldermen-elect from the odd-numbered wards shall
serve for four (4) years, and the other two (2) aldermen-elect from the even-numbered wards shall serve for two (2)
years; and of the two aldermen elected at large, the one receiving the highest vote shall serve for four (4) years and the
other successful candidate shall serve for two (2) years. Commencing in the year 1992, the mayor shall serve for a term
of four (4) years and until a successor is elected and qualified.
Section 2.04. Vacancy in Office.
An elective office becomes vacant when the person elected or appointed thereto dies before taking office oror ffails to
qualify therefore on or before the second regular monthly meeting of the Council held after the beginning of the term of
such office., or theThe office also becomes vacant if the incumbent dies, resigns in writing filed with the City Clerkcity
administrator, is convicted of a felony before or after qualifying for such office, ceases to reside in the city or the ward
from which they was were chosen, except as provided in Section 2.02, subdivision 1 of the charter, or is adjudged
incompetent by a court of competent jurisdiction. If an elected official without good cause fails to perform any of the
duties of histheir office for a period of three months, the office of such member shall be deemed vacant. In each such
case the Council shall by Resolution appoint an eligible person to serve until the qualification of a successor is elected at
a regular city election. If the vacancy occurs before the first day to file affidavits of candidacy for the regular city
election, the appointed person shall serve until the qualification of a successor for the remainder of the unexpired term
who is duly elected at a regular city election. If the vacancy occurs after the first day to file affidavits of candidacy for
the regular city election, the appointed person shall serve until the qualification of a successor elected at the next ensuing
regular city election. In the event that the vacancy is for AldermanCouncil member-at-Large, persons filing for said
office shall indicate on their filing papers whether they are filing to fill the unexpired term of office, or whether they are
filing for the regular four (4) year term of office. Persons shall not be permitted to file for both the regular term of office
at the same regular city election. This amendment is effective upon passage as provided by Section 410.12, subdivision
7, of Minnesota Statutes.
Section 2.05. Office of the Mayor.
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The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the city. The mayor shall exercise all powers and perform all duties
conferred and imposed upon the mayor by this charter and by ordinances of the City of East Grand Forks or the laws of
the State of Minnesota. They mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the city for all ceremonial purposes, by
the courts for the service of civil process and by the governor for the purpose of martial law. The mayor shall study the
operations of the city government and recommend to the council such changes and improvements as the mayor believes
to be desirable. The mayor shall also report to the council any neglect, dereliction of duty, or waste on the part of any
officer or department of the city. The mayor shall appoint the chief of police and all police officers. The mayor shall
prepare such regulations for the control of the police force, and the powers and duties of the officers thereof, as the
mayor shall deem necessary, and in like manner the may alter the same. The mayor shall have no vote on matters before
the council, except in the event of a tie vote among the other members of the council, in which case the mayor shall vote
as a member of the council.
Section 2.0706. Investigation of City Affairs.
The council or any officer or officers authorized by the council shall have the power to make investigations into the
city’s affairs, administer oaths, and compel the production of books and papers. The council shall provide for an audit of
the city’s accounts at least once a year by the state auditor’s office or by a public accountant. The council may at any
time provide for an examination or audit of the accounts of any officer or department of the city government, and it may
cause to be made any survey or research study of any subject of municipal concern. .
Section 2.0807. Salaries.
The mayor and the aldermancouncil member shall receive such compensation as is fixed by the council in accordance
with law. All subordinate officers and employees of the city shall receive such salaries or wages as may be fixed by the
council.
Chapter III Council Procedure
Section 3.01. Council Meetings.
The council shall meet regularly at least once each month at such times and places as the council may designate by rule.
To the extent provided by law, all meetings of the council and its committees shall be public and any citizen shall have
access to the minutes and records of the council at all reasonable times.
Section 3.02. Legislative Power Vested in the Council.
The legislative power and authority of the city shall be vested in the council, composed of the aldermencouncil members
of such city as herein provided.
Unless otherwise expressly provided in the charter, the council shall have all powers granted to the city, including
management and control of the finances and property of the city with full power and authority to make, ordain, establish,
publish, alter, modify, amend and repeal ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations for the government and good
order of the city. It shall have full power and authority to declare and impose penalties and punishment against any
person, firm, or corporation violating any ordinance, rule, or regulation. Its ordinances, rules, and regulations shall have
the force of law.
Section 3.03. Organization.
The council shall, biennially, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January next succeeding the city election,
meet at the usual place and time for the holding of council meetings. At this time the newly elected members of the
council shall assume their duties and shall proceed to elect from their own number a president and vice-president for the
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ensuing two years, and such officers as may be necessary for the transaction of business. Such elections shall be by ballot
and the affirmative vote of the majority of all the members elect shall be necessary to elect.
Section 3.04. Duties of President.
The president, and in case of the absence of the president the vice-president, shall preside over the meetings of the
council, and shall sign all resolutions and ordinances passed by the council, and during the absence of the mayor Mayor
from the city, or the mayor’s Mayor’s inability for any reason to discharge the duties of the mayorMayor, under the style
of “acting Acting mayorMayor.” The acts of such acting Acting mayor Mayor shall have the same force and effect as if
performed by the mayorMayor.
Section 3.05. Rules and Special Meetings.
The council shall determine its own rules and order of business. A majority of all members shall constitute a quorum, but
a smaller number may adjourn from time to time. The council may by rule provide a means by which a majority may
compel the attendance of absent members.
Section 3.06. The Clerk-TreasurerCity Administrator Shall Act as Secretary of the Council.
The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall keep a journal of council proceedings and perform such other duties as this
charter or the council may require. The council may designate any other city official or employee, except a member of
the council, to act as secretary of the council.
Section 3.07. Ordinances and Resolutions.
Every legislative act of the council shall be by ordinance unless otherwise provided by this charter or by state law. The
enacting clause of all ordinances shall be in these words: “The City of East Grand Forks ordains.” No ordinance, except
for general appropriations, shall contain more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title, nor shall any
ordinance be amended after its introduction so as to change its original purpose.
Section 3.08. Ordinance Readings.
No ordinance shall be introduced except at a regular meeting, at which meeting it shall have its first reading. It may be
amended before being given its second reading, but such amendment may not change its original purpose. It shall receive
its second reading and be passed onlycan only be acted upon at a regular meeting occurring at least seven (7) days
subsequent to the time at which its introduction and first reading was had.
Section 3.09. Passage of Ordinances and Resolutions.
Every ordinance, order and resolution shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of all the members of the council,
except where a larger vote is required by this charter or by state law, . which voteVotes shall be taken by ayes and nays,
which shall be entered upon its journal. No vote of the council shall be reconsidered or rescinded at a subsequent
meeting unless at such a meeting there are at least present as many members of the council as were present when said
vote was taken.
Section 3.10. Approval of Ordinances and Resolutions--Veto Power.
Every ordinance and resolution shall, before it takes effect, be forthwith presented to the mayor for approval. If the
mayor approves, the mayor shall sign the same; but if the mayor disapproves it, the mayor shall return it to the council
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with the mayor’s objections thereto, by depositing the same with the clerk-treasurercity administrator, to be presented to
the council at the next regular meeting thereafter.
Section 3.11. Reconsideration of Ordinances.
Upon the return of any ordinance, order or resolution by the mayor, the vote by which the same was passed shall be
deemed to have been reconsidered, and the question shall be again put upon the passage of the same, notwithstanding the
objections of the mayor; and if upon such vote the council shall pass the same by a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of all its
members, it shall have the same effect as if approved by the mayor, and in such case the vote shall be by ayes and nays,
which shall be entered by the clerk-treasurercity administrator of record. No ordinance shall be signed by the mayor
within four (4) days after the same is presented to the mayor, and if any ordinance, order or resolution shall not be
returned by the mayor within ten (10) days after the same is presented to the mayor, it shall have the same force and
effect as if approved by the mayor. The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall endorse upon each such ordinance and
resolution the time when the same was delivered to the mayor, and the time when it was returned to histheir office by the
mayor. Every ordinance shall be published at least once in the official newspaper of the city after approval by the mayor
or after passage by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the council over the mayor’s veto, and shall be recorded in a book kept
for that purpose, which record shall be attested by the clerk-treasurercity administrator.
Section 3.12. Effective Date of Ordinances and Resolutions.
Every ordinance shall be approved by the mayor and published and recorded by the clerk-treasurercity administrator
before it takes effect. Every resolution shall be approved by the mayor and recorded by the clerk-treasurercity
administrator in histheir office before it shall take effect. Approval by the mayor shall not be required if the ordinance or
resolution is passed by the council by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of all its member over the mayor’s veto.
Section 3.13. Amendment and Repeal of Ordinances and Resolutions.
Every ordinance or resolution repealing all or part of a previous ordinance or resolution shall give the number, if any,
and the title of the ordinance or resolution to be repealed in whole or in part. Nor ordinance or resolution shall be
amended by reference to the title alone, but such an amending ordinance or resolution shall set forth in full each section
or subdivision to be amended and shall indicate by appropriate type or symbols matter to be omitted or added.
Section 3.14. Emergency Ordinances.
An emergency ordinance is an ordinance necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, morals,
safety, or welfare in the emergency as defined and declared in the preamble thereto, and is adopted by a vote of at least
three-fourths (3/4) of all the members of the council. No prosecution shall be based upon the provisions of any
emergency ordinance until twenty-four (24) hours after the ordinance has been filed with the clerk-treasurercity
administrator and posted in three (3) conspicuous places or until the ordinance has been published, unless the person
charged with the violation had actual notice of the passage of the ordinance prior to the act or omission complained of.
Section 3.15. Emergency Bids.
The requirements set forth herein and in the laws of the State of Minnesota for competitive bids may be dispensed with if
the council by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of all the members of the council shall pass a resolution setting forth that
competitive bids shall not be required due to an emergency and it is essential to the health, safety or welfare of the
people that immediate action be taken and there is insufficient time for competitive bids.
Chapter IV Administration
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Section 4.01. Existing Departments.
After the effective date of this updated, revised charter, the existing departments, divisions, boards, commissions and
funds of the City of East Grand Forks shall be continued, except as expressly changed hereby, or hereafter changed by
ordinance of the council.
Section 4.02. Boards and Commissions
The council may be by ordinance establish any boards or commissions which it deems essential for the city’s operation, .
which That ordinance shall set forth fully the powers and duties, including methods of accounting and handling of funds
and allowance and payment of claims. The council may also, by any board or commission previously created, or alter its
functions and dutiesany board or commission previously created and its functions and duties, unless said board or
commission was created by popular vote. Subject to approval by a majority of all the members of the council, the mayor
shall appoint the members of all boards and commissions. With the exception of the Civil Service Personnel Board, each
board or commission heretofore established by ordinance, any board or commission established by this charter, or any
board or commission hereinafter established by the council, shall have as an ex officio member thereof a member from
the council, appointed by the council. Any ex officio member, whether from the council or holding office by virtue of
histheir position in the municipal government, shall have the power to vote on all matters coming before the board or
commission they are an ex officio member of; however, no ex officio member shall be appointed chairman or hold any
other office on the respective board or commission to which they are appointed to. The terms of ex officio members shall
correspond to their respective official tenures. Members of all boards and commissions shall serve until their successors
are appointed and qualified. Members shall serve without compensation unless the council authorizes compensation, then
compensation shall be as fixed by the council. Members may be removed by the mayor, with the approval of a majority
of the council, for cause after a hearing. The respective boards and commissions shall choose one of its members as
chairman or president and may select a secretary either from among its own members or otherwise and fix histheir
compensation, subject to the council approval, except in the case of the secretary of the Water, Light, Power and
Building Commission, who shall be appointed by, and whose salary shall be set, as provided in Section 9.03 of this
charter. The respective boards and commissions may adopt, and from time to time amend, their respective rules of
procedure. All boards and commissions shall submit annual budgets for consideration and approval by the council, as
provided in Chapter 6 of this charter.
Section 4.03. Appointive Officers.
The council shall appoint a clerk-treasurercity administrator, a city attorney, a city assessor, a city health officer, and
such other officers as shall be necessary for the proper conduct of the affairs of the city.
Section 4.04. Appointment of Officers.
All officers enumerated in Section 4.03 shall be initially appointed at the organization meeting of the first council elected
under the provisions of this charter. All appointed officers shall continue in office until their successors have been
appointed and qualified.
Section 4.05. Qualifying.
Every person appointed to any office shall take and subscribe to the oath provided by law. The clerk-treasurercity
administrator and such other officers as are designated by the council shall, before entering upon their respective duties,
furnish bond to the city in such manner, form, and amount as the council may direct. If so determined by the council, the
bond may be in the form of a blanket bond, and the premium shall be paid by the city.
Section 4.06. Clerk-TreasurerCity administrator.
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The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall have custody of the corporate seal and all of the books and records of the city.
They shall attend meetings of the council and keep a correct record of all proceedings, ordinances, and resolutions in
suitable books kept for that purpose. They may administer oaths and acknowledgments in all cases as required or
sanctioned by law. They shall keep an office open at hours fixed by the council and at the place designated by the
council. All records and files therein shall be open to public inspection. They shall sign and file all contracts and perform
all things incident thereto as directed. They shall draw and sign orders upon the city treasury for money authorized to be
paid, but, except in this charter otherwise authorized, they shall not sign any order unless there is a sufficient amount
credited to the fund upon which the same is drawn to pay the same. They shall keep a list of outstanding bonds showing
the purpose, when and where payable, the rate of interest and the date of payment, including a specimen bond of each
issue.
In addition, the clerk-treasurercity administrator shall be the custodian of all funds and securities belonging to the city.
They shall be responsible for the safekeeping thereof ad and shall keep an accurate and detailed account thereof in such
form as the council shall direct. Before the second regular meeting of each month they shall prepare and file in histheir
office a statement of receipts and disbursements of the city during the preceding month, specifying the funds and the
amount in each fund. They shall make an annual report and such other reports as are required by the council. Whenever
in the charter, or in any ordinance of the City of East Grand Forks in force as of the effective date of this charter, either
the designations “city clerkcity administrator” or “city treasurer” or the abbreviated designations “clerk” or “treasurer”
appear, such designations shall be construed to mean “clerk-treasurercity administrator.” The qualifications for this
position shall be established by the council.
The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall have power when authorized by the council to appoint a deputy clerktreasurercity administrator, who shall hold said office during the pleasure of the clerk-treasurercity administrator, and
shall have authority, under the direction of the clerk-treasurercity administrator, to perform all the duties of the clerktreasurercity administrator. The clerk-treasurercity administrator may, when authorized by the council, select such other
assistants as may be necessary in said office, the salary of said assistant clerk-treasurercity administrator and all such
assistants to be paid by the city, the amount of compensation to be fixed and determined by the council.
Section 4.07. City Attorney.
The city attorney shall be a person admitted to practice in the courts of this state. They shall be the legal advisor of all
officers and boards of the city. They shall prosecute or defend all suits, actions or proceedings, either civil or criminal, to
which the city is a party. They shall furnish written opinions on subjects submitted to himthem by the council, by any of
its committees, by the mayor, or by any board of the city. They shall attend meetings of the council when so requested,
draw all contracts affecting the city and such other legal instruments and papers as may be required in connection with
city affairs and perform such other services as pertain to histheir office. The council may provide for assistants to the city
attorney, to be appointed by the city attorney, with the approval of the council, . the The compensation to be paid said
assistant city attorneys to shall be authorized and approved by the council. The council may also provide for secretarial
and clerical assistance to be authorized and approved by the council.
Section 4.08. City Health Officer.
The council shall appoint a city health officer who shall be a physician in good standing in histheir profession. They shall
advise the mayor and council on health matters, they shall make regular health inspections of the city, and shall perform
such other duties as the council may require.
Section 4.09. Park Board.
The council may by ordinance establish a park board. The park board, if so established by ordinance, shall consist of one
park commissioner from each ward of the city, appointed as provided in Section 4.02. Said commissioners shall hold
office for three years and until their successors have been appointed and qualified, provided, that the first commissioners
appointed shall be appointed for one, two and three years, as designated by the council. The board shall be known as the
Park Board of East Grand Forks, and shall have control and supervision of all parks and parkways within the corporate
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limits of said city, and such other public grounds as the council shall by resolution designate. Said The Park board Board
shall have the power and it shall be itsthe duty to enforce such laws of the state and such ordinances of the city as it may
deem necessary for the proper performance of its duties in such department. Said board shall have control of the park
fund and shall have power to expend the same in such manner as it may see fit in improving the recreation program of
the city and in improving and beautifying the parks, parkways and such other public grounds as the council shall
designate.
Section 4.10. Continuance in Office
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this charter, the adoption of this charter shall not affect the terms of office or
powers of any appointed officer or employee of the city, or member of any board or commission, but the same shall
continue in office until changed by ordinance or resolution.
Chapter V Nomination and Elections
Section 5.01. The Regular Municipal Election.
A regular municipal election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each oddnumbered year commencing in 1975 at such place or places as the council may designate. The clerk-treasurercity
administrator shall give at least two weeks published notice of the time and place of holding such election and of the
officers to be elected, but failure to give such notice shall not invalidate the election.
Section 5.02. Special Elections.
The council may by resolution order a special election and provide all means for holding it. The clerk-treasurercity
administrator shall give at least two weeks published notice of a special election. The procedure at such election shall
conform as nearly as possible to that prescribed for other city elections.
Section 5.03. Nominations for Office.
At any time not more than six (6) weeks preceding any municipal election, but no less than four (4) weeks prior to such
election, any eligible person may become a candidate for any office elective under the provisions of this charter. either
This can be accomplished by filing an affidavit with the clerk-treasurercity administrator and paying a filing fee of $2.00
to the clerk-treasurercity administrator, or by having an application filed in histheir behalf signed by at least five (5)
qualified voters of the city and the area the office represents, containing histheir endorsed acceptance thereon, together
with a $2.00 filing fee; . such The affidavit or application shall be on a form furnished by the city and stating the full
name and address of the candidate and the office for which they are a candidate, together with the ward which he they
seeks to represent unless the office is one for which election is at large.
Section 5.04. Procedure at Elections.
Subject to this charter and applicable state laws, the council may by ordinance further regulate the conduct of municipal
elections. Except as otherwise provided by this character and supplementary ordinances, general state laws on elections
shall apply to municipal elections.
Chapter VI Taxation and Finances
Section 6.01. Council to Control Finances.
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The council shall have full authority over the financial affairs of the city and shall provide for: the collection of all





the collection of all revenue and other assets,
the auditing and settlement of accounts,
and the safekeeping and disbursement of public monies,
and in the exercise of a sound discretion shall make appropriations for the payment of all liabilities and expenses.
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Section 6.02. Fiscal Year.
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The fiscal year of the city shall be the calendar year.
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Section 6.03. Taxation.
All property taxes shall be assessed and collected in the manner provided by law. Subject to law, the council shall have
full power to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation for general or special purposes.
Section 6.04. Budget Estimates.
Annually on or before the 15th day of August the heads of all departments, officers, boards, commissions or committees
of the city council charged with the management of any department shall deliver to the clerk-treasurercity administrator
an estimate in writing of all revenues and expenditures for such department during the ensuing fiscal year.
Section 6.05. Budget Preparation.
The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall prepare the annual budget from estimates received. The budget shall be by
funds and shall include all the funds of the city, except the funds made up of proceeds of bond issues, and special
assessment funds, and may include any of such funds at the discretion of the council. The estimates shall be submitted to
the council at its first regular monthly meeting in September. The clerk-treasurercity administrator may submit with the
estimates such explanatory statement or statements as may be deemed necessary.
Section 6.06. Budget Approval.
The budget shall be an item of business at the first regular monthly meeting of the council in September, and the council
shall hold adjourned meetings from time to time until all of the estimates have been considered. The budget estimates
shall be read presented in full and the clerk-treasurercity administrator shall explain the various items thereof as fully as
may be deemed necessary by the council. The annual budget finally agreed upon shall set forth in detail the complete
financial plan of the city for the ensuing year for funds budgeted and shall be signed by a majority of the council when
adopted. The council shall adopt the budget by a resolution which shall set forth the total for each budgeted fund. Each
department shall segregate as to objects and purposes of expenditure in such manner as the council deems necessary for
the purpose of budget control. The council shall also adopt a resolution levying whatever taxes it considers necessary
within the per capita limits established by statute and in addition thereto any other taxes as authorized by law for the
ensuing year for the total budget. The tax levy resolution shall be certified to the county auditor in accordance with the
law. At the beginning of the fiscal year, the sums fixed in the budget resolution shall be and become appropriated for the
several purposes named in the budget resolution and no other.
Section 6.07. Budget Enforcement.
It shall be the duty of the clerk-treasurercity administrator, under the direction of the council, to enforce the provisions of
the budget. No approval shall be made of any order upon the council for any expenditure that exceeds the appropriation
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in the budget resolution. No officer or employee or of the city shall place any order or make any purchase except for a
purpose and to the amount authorized in the budget resolution.
Section 6.08. Budget Alterations.
After the budget resolution has been adopted, the council shall have no power to increase the appropriated amounts fixed
in the budget resolution beyond the estimated revenues, unless actual receipts exceed the estimates and then not beyond
the actual receipts. The council may at any time, by resolution approved by a majority of all its members, reduce the
sums appropriated for any purpose by the budget resolution, or by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all its members, authorize
the transfer of sums from unencumbered balances of appropriations in the budget resolution to other purposes.
Section 6.09. Emergency Fund in Budget.
The council may include an emergency fund as a part of the budget. The maximum of this fund shall not exceed ten
(10%) percent of the budget raised by taxation. A transfer from the emergency fund to any other fund shall be made only
by a vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of all members of the council. Each transfer shall be used only for the emergency as
designated by the council.
Section 6.10. Disbursements. How Made.
No money shall be paid out of the city treasury except upon an order specifying the fund as authorized by resolution or
informal motion of the council or the board or commission charged with the management of the fund and signed by the
officer designated by such managing body. Disbursement shall be made by check signed by the mayor and the clerktreasurercity administrator, specifying the purpose for which disbursement is made and the fund from which it is drawn.
No such check shall be issued until there is money to the credit of the fund from which it is to be paid sufficient to pay it
together with all outstanding encumbrances on the fund. No such check shall be issued until the claim to which it relates
has been supported by an itemized bill, payroll or time-sheet approved and signed by the responsible city officer who
vouches for its correctness and reasonableness. The council may by ordinance make further regulations for the safekeeping and disbursement of funds.
Section 6.11. Accounts and Reports.
The clerk-treasurercity administrator shall be responsible for all the accounts of the city and every branch thereof, . and
the The council may prescribe and enforce proper accounting and monthly reporting methods, forms, blanks, and other
devices consistent with the law, this charter, and ordinances adopted in accord therewith. On or before the last day of
March the clerk-treasurercity administrator will submit a report to the council covering the entire financial operation of
the city for the past year. The report shall show all operations and conditions in a manner consistent with the accounting
method of the city, and shall include such further information as the clerk-treasurercity administrator deems advisable or
the council requires.
Section 6.12. Funds.
There shall be maintained in the city treasury a general fund and such other funds as may be required by statute,
ordinance, or resolution. The council may, by ordinance or resolution, make inter-fund loans, except from trust and
agency funds, as it may deem necessary and appropriate.
Section 6.13. City Indebtedness.
Except as provided in Sections 6.15 and 6.16, no obligations shall be issued to pay current expenses, . but However, the
council may issue and sell obligations for any other municipal purpose in accordance with law and within the limitations
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prescribed by this charter or by law, . no No such obligations shall be issued and sold without the approval of the
majority of the voters voting on the question at a general or special election.
Section 6.14. Public Improvements--Financing.
Whenever any public improvement is ordered by the council, pursuant to Chapter 429 of Minnesota Statutes, the cost of
which is to be paid wholly or partly from the proceeds of special assessments levied upon property specially benefited by
the improvement, and not less than twenty (20%) percent of the cost of the improvement is to be assessed against
benefited property, the city may also issue temporary certificates of indebtedness locally to finance the improvement
while in the construction period. When all related improvement costs are determined and finalized, then permanent
certificates of indebtedness shall be issued to finance the improvement. Such permanent certificates of indebtedness shall
bear interest rates and maturity dates as determined by the council and as provided by the laws of the State of Minnesota.
Section 6.1514. Anticipation Certificates.
At any time after January 1 the council may issue certificates of indebtedness in anticipation of the collection of state and
federal aids and collection of taxes levied the previous year for any fund and not yet collected. The total amount of
certificates issued against any fund or any year, together with interest thereon until maturity, shall not exceed the total
state or federal aids or current taxes for the fund uncollected at the time of issuance. Such certificates shall be issued on
such terms and conditions as the council may determine, but they shall become due not later than April 1 of the year
following their issuance. The proceeds of the fund against which anticipation certificates are issued and the full faith and
credit of the city shall be irrevocably pledged for the redemption of the certificates.
Section 6.1615. Emergency Debt Certificates.
If in any year the receipts from taxes or other sources should, for some unforeseen causereason, become insufficient for
the ordinary expenses of the city, or if any calamity or other public emergency necessitates the making of extraordinary
expenditures, the council may by ordinance issue on such terms and in such manner as the council determines emergency
debt certificates to run, not to exceed three years. Emergency debt certificates are to be issued according to State Statute.
A tax sufficient to pay principal and interest on such certificates within the margin required by law shall be levied as
required by law. The ordinance authorizing an issue of such emergency debt certificate shall state the nature of the
emergency and be approved by at least two-thirds (2/3) of all members of the council. It may be passed as an emergency
ordinance.
Section 6.1716. Financing Purchase of Certain Equipment.
The council may issue certificates of indebtedness within existing debt limits for the purpose of purchasing fire or police
equipment or ambulance equipment or street construction or maintenance equipment. Such certificates shall be payable
in not more thanterms of five years or less and shall be issued on such terms and in such manner as the council may
determine. If the amount of the certificates to be issued to finance any such purchase exceeds one percent of the assessed
valuation of the city, excluding money and credits, they shall not be issued for at least ten days after publication in the
official newspaper of a council resolution determining to issue them; . and iIf before the end of that time, a petition
asking for an election on the proposition signed by voters equal to ten percent of the number of voters at the last regular
municipal election is filed with the clerk-treasurercity administrator, such certificates shall not be issued until the
proposition of their issuance has been approved by a majority of the votes cast on the question at a regular or special
election. A tax levy shall be made for the payment of the principal and interest on such certificates as in the case of
bonds.
Chapter VII Public Improvements and Special Assessments
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Section 7.01. Power to Make Improvements and Levy Assessments.
The city may make any type of public improvement not forbidden by law and levy special assessments to pay all or any
part of the cost of such improvements as are of a local character. The total assessments for any local improvement may
not exceed the cost of the improvement, including all costs and expenses connected therewith, with interest. No
assessment shall exceed the benefits to the property. Assessments shall be subject to any special benefits tests as
mandated by State or Federal law.
Section 7.02. Assessments for Services.
The council may provide by ordinance that the cost of city services to streets, sidewalks, or other public or private
property may be assessed against property benefited and collected in the same manner as special assessments.
Section 7.03. Local Improvement Procedure.
When the city undertakes any local improvement to which the state local improvement code applies, it shall comply with
the provisions of that law. The council may, be by ordinance, prescribe the procedure to be followed in making any
other local improvement and levying assessments therefore.
Chapter VIII Franchises
Section 8.01. Franchises Required.
Except as otherwise provided by law, no person, firm, or corporation shall place or maintain any permanent or semipermanent fixtures in, over, upon, or under any street or public place for the purpose of operating a public utility or for
any other purpose, without a franchise therefore from the city. A franchise shall be granted only by ordinance, which
shall not be an emergency ordinance. Every ordinance granting a franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of
the franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs of publication of the franchise ordinance and shall make a sufficient
deposit with the clerk-treasurercity administrator to guarantee publication before the ordinance is passed.
Section 8.02. Term.
No exclusive or perpetual franchise shall ever be granted.
Section 8.03. Public Hearing.
Before any franchise ordinance is adopted or any rates, fares, or prices to be charged by a public utility are fixed by the
council, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter. Notice of such hearing shall be published at least once in
the official newspaper not less than ten days prior to the date of the hearing.
Section 8.04. Power and Regulation Reserved.
Subject to any applicable law, the council may by ordinance reasonably regulate and control the exercise of any
franchise, including the maximum rates, fares, or prices to be charged to the grantee. No franchise value shall be
included in the valuation of the grantee’s property in regulating utility rates, fares, or prices under any applicable law,
ordinance, or regulation or in proceedings for municipal acquisition of the grantee’s property by purchase or eminent
domain.
Section 8.05. Renewals or Extensions.
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Every renewal or modification of a franchise, including an existing franchise, shall be subject to the same limitations and
shall be granted in the same manner as a new franchise.
Chapter IX Water, Light, Power and Building Commission
Section 9.01.
The Water, Light, Power and Building Commission existing at the time of adoption of this charter shall continue in force
and effect, subject to the provisions of this charter, under the same name.
Section 9.02. Members, Appointment.
The present commission is composed of three members, who are residents of the City. the The terms of the Members
expire on of one member expiring each year on the 29th day of November. Effective with the adoption of this charter,
the terms of office of the commission members are extended to December 31st of their respective years of expiration,
and until their successors are appointed and qualified. In addition thereto, there shall be an ex officio member from the
council, as provided in Section 4.02 of this charter.
Section 9.03. Rules, Officers, Salary.
The commission shall adopt rules for its own proceedings, and the rules, regulations and rates heretofore established by
said commission are hereby confirmed. It shall annually choose a president from its own members. It shall also appoint a
secretary for an indefinite term, who need not be a member of the commissionIt shall also appoint for an indefinite term
a secretary, who need not be a member of the commission. The secretary shall receive a salary fixed by the commission.
Section 9.04. Commission, Jurisdiction.
Said commission presently has jurisdiction over the city water system, the light and power distribution system, and the
public buildings owned or leased by the city. The commission shall continue, after the effective date of this charter, to
have jurisdiction over such buildings and facilities as relate to its operation, and such other buildings and facilities owned
or leased by the city as the council shall by resolution confer upon them.
Section 9.05. Budget Estimate.
Annually, as provided in Chapter VI of this charter, the said commission shall submit a budget estimate for its
department, and shall comply with the provisions of said Chapter VI.
Section 9.06. Specific Powers.
Subdivision 1.
The commission shall have power to extend and to modify or rebuild any public utility it has jurisdiction over, and to do
anything what it deems necessary for its proper and efficient operation; . and iIt may enter into necessary contracts for
these purposes. The provisions of this Charter and the Laws of the State of Minnesota relating to advertisement for bids
shall apply to contracts of the commission.
Subdivision 2.
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The commission shall have power to employ all necessary help for the management and operation of the public utility,
prescribe duties of officers and employees and fix their compensation.
Subdivision 3.
The commission shall have power to buy all fuel and supplies, and it may purchase wholesale electric energy, steam
heat, gas or water, as the case may be for municipal distribution.
Subdivision 4.
The commission shall have power to fix rates and to adopt reasonable rules and regulations for utility service supplied by
the municipally owned public utilities within its jurisdiction.
Section 9.07. Public Utility Fund and Disbursements.
Subdivision 1.
A separate fund or a separate account shall be established in the city treasury for the utilities. Into this fund or account
shall be paid all the receipts from the utilities and from it shall be paid all disbursements attributable to the utilities.
Subdivision 2.
The commission shall, in the same manner as the council, and to the same extent, audit claims to be paid from the public
utilities fund. The secretary of the commission shall draw histheir order upon the public utility fund. After the secretary
of the commission prepares the checks as ordered, the president of the commission and the secretary of the commission
shall sign the checks indicating the same have been audited, verified and prepared for the clerk-treasurercity
administrator’s signature and payment thereof.
Section 9.08. Reports.
The secretary of the commission shall make such monthly, quarterly or annual statements of operation as the commission
may require. A copy of each such report shall be filed in the office of the clerk-treasurercity administrator. An annual
financial report shall be made and a copy filed with the clerk-treasurercity administrator at the close of the calendar year,
and shall be included as part of the annual financial statement of the clerk-treasurercity administrator. The cost of
publication of any other official statement required by law to be published shall be paid from the public utility funds.
Chapter X General Provisions
Section 10.01. Official Publication.
Effective January 1, 1982, the The Council shall annually at its first meeting of the yeareach year designate a legal
newspaper or other mass media format of general circulation in the city as its official newspaper. in whichThe designated
newspaper or other mass media format shall be published ordinances and other matters required by law to be so
published, as well as such other matters as the Council may deem in the public interest to have published in this manner.
This amendment is effective January 1, 1982.
Section 10.02. Official Interest in Contracts.
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Except as otherwise permitted by law, no officer of the city who is authorized to take part in any contract with the city
shall voluntarily have a personal financial interest in or personally benefit from such contract.
Section 10.03. Acquisition and Sale of Property.
The council may acquire by purchase, lease, gift, grant, condemnation, or otherwise, any property, either within or
without its boundaries, that may be needed by the city for any public purpose. In acquiring property exercising the power
of eminent domain, the city shall proceed according to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 117, or other applicable law. The city
may sell, convey and dispose of any real property not needed for municipal purposes by resolution approved by a twothirds (2/3) vote of all the members of the council.
Section 10.04. Control of Streets.
The council shall have the care, supervision and control of all public highways, bridges, streets, boulevards, lanes, alleys,
public squares and grounds, sewers, public improvements and shall have full power and authority to regulate and control
the use thereof; . it It shall have authority to open streets when necessary and to cause all streets which may have been
opened under the authority of the city, or with its consent, to be kept open and in repair and free from obstructions and
nuisance.
Section 10.05. Vacation of Streets.
The council may by resolution vacate any street, alley, public grounds, public way, or any part thereof, on its own
motion or on petition of a majority of the owners of land and land area abutting on the street, alley, public grounds,
public way, or part thereof to be vacated. When there has been no petition, the resolution may be adopted only by a vote
of three-fourths (3/4) of all members of the council. No such vacation shall be made unless it appears in the interest of
the public to do so after a hearing preceded by two (2) weeks published Notice. After a resolution of vacation is adopted,
it shall be effective after a certified copy of said resolution has been filed for record and duly recorded in the office of the
Register of Deeds in and for the County of Polk and State of Minnesota.
Section 10.06. City Property Not Lost by Adverse Possession.
No right, title, estate or easement of the city shall be lost by adverse possession or occupancy, . and no No statute of
limitations shall operate against the city in favor of any person occupying any public property or highway, whether such
highway shall have been improved or not.
Section 10.07. Recovery of Judgment for Damages.
If any judgment shall be recovered in any action against the city for any injury or damage caused for by any obstruction,
excavation, opening or defect in any street or alley or public ground caused or occasioned by the act or omission of any
person or corporation, the city shall have the right to recover the amount of any such judgment from the person or
corporation so responsible for such obstruction, excavation, opening or defect; . and suchThat person or corporation is
hereby declared to be liable to the city in the amount of such damages.
Section 10.08. Statutes Not Affected.
All general laws and statutes of the state applicable to all cities operating under home rule charters, or applicable to cities
of the same class as the City of East Grand Forks operating under home rule charters and not inconsistent with the
provisions of this charter, shall apply to the City of East Grand Forks and shall be construed as supplementary to the
provisions of the charter of the city.
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Section 10.09. Provisions Severable.
The various sections and provisions of this charter, and the clauses, phrases and sentences thereof, shall be severable, and
if any section, part or provisions shall be held to be invalid, it shall not be construed as invalidating any other part or
portion thereof.
Section 10.10. City to Succeed to Rights and Obligations of Former City.
The city shall succeed to all the property, rights, and privileges and shall be subject to all legal obligations of the city
under the former Laws of 1895, State of Minnesota, Chapter 8, as amended.
Section 10.1110. Existing Ordinances Continued.
All ordinances and regulations of the city in force when this charter takes effect and not inconsistentdo not conflict with
this charter are continued in full force and effect until amended or repealed.
Section 10.1211. Pending Condemnations, Improvements and Assessments.
Any condemnation, public improvement, or assessment proceeding in progress when this charter takes effect shall be
continued and completed under the laws under which such proceedings were begun. All assessments made by the city
prior to the time when this charter takes effect shall be collected as if this charter had not been adopted.
Section 10.1312. Ordinances to Make Charter Effective.
The council shall by ordinance, resolution, or other appropriate action take such steps as may be necessary to make
effective provisions of this charter.
Section 10.1413. Advertising.
The city may expend city funds for the purpose of advertising the city and its resources and advantages, pursuant to the
provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 465.56.
Section 10.1514. Advertising for Bids.
Except where otherwise provided by state law or by this charter, every advertisement for bids, when sealed bids are
required, shall be made by the publication in the official newspaper of the city at least twice, of a notice containing a
general description of the contract to be let or the property to be purchased or sold, and shall invite sealed proposals
therefore, which proposals shall be designated in said advertisement, not less than three (3) days after the last
publication. All proposals shall be opened and read by the Clerk-Treasurer in the presence of the Council , or the Council
may direct that the bids shall be opened publicly by two or more designated officers or agents of the municipality and
tabulated in advance of the meeting at which any of the same are acted upon or accepted. This amendment is effective
upon passage as provided by Section 410.12, subdivision 7, of Minnesota Statutes. The City shall follow State and
Federal law governing advertisement for bids.
Section 10.1615. Present Officers Continued.
The present officers of the city shall continue in their respective offices and functions and shall continue to govern the
city under the laws previously in effect until the officers provided for by this charter have been elected and qualify. They
shall make such financial and other provisions for the upcoming fiscal year. 1976 as will serve to carry on the
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government until a government has been set up under this charter, and they shall make provision for the election of the
first city council as provided in Chapter V of this charter.
Section 10.1716. Effective Date of Charter.
This character charter shall become effective seven (7) days after the canvass of the votes cast at the election upon the
charter and compliance by the clerk-treasurercity administrator with the filing requirements as set forth in Minnesota
Statutes, Section 410.11, as amended.
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